
THE OFFICIAL ALUMNI MAGAZINE OF NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY   >>   SPRING - SUMMER 2012

Northeastern welcomes
Dr. Steve Turner
as its 19th president



It seems ironic that as I say congratulations 
and goodbye to some 1,400 graduates, I am saying 
hello to a vast network of NSU alumni. Our recent 
commencement ceremonies are great reminders 
of why we committed our lives to improving 
opportunities for our students through quality 
education. NSU’s history is replete with stories of 
students from generation to generation whose lives 
have been positively changed forever.

For those I have not had the opportunity to 
meet, let me say hi. For those who Penny and I 
met at welcome receptions or other campus events, 
let me say it has been an honor to get to know 
the loyal and proud alumni of Northeastern State 
University. By way of basic introduction, Penny 
and I have two grown sons, Matt and his wife 
Kelley, and our younger son Tim. In addition, we 
have Rookie our 8-year-old chocolate Lab. We are 
settled in our new campus home and have enjoyed 
hosting dinners for several student groups.   

I was appointed 19th President of NSU by 
the Board of Regents of the Regional University 
System of Oklahoma on October 10, 2011. My 
official start date was January 1, 2012. This first and 
transitional semester has been amazingly rewarding 
due to NSU’s talented faculty and staff. The 
members of the cabinet are doing a great job, and 
together we are working to advance our programs 
and projects.

We have enjoyed major events over the past 
few months. In March, we had the accreditation 
site visit of the Higher Learning Commission, 
the national accrediting body for the institution. 
We also hosted a Recruitment and Retention 
Forum in partial response to Governor Fallin’s 
Complete College America challenge. Chancellor 
Glen Johnson attended and is using our forum 
as the model for the other 24 public colleges and 
universities. The campus community is committed 
to growing our enrollment through targeted 
recruitment and enhanced retention processes.

On May 3, we held the groundbreaking for 
the new $14.4 million Multipurpose Event Center. 
This expanded facility is part of the NSU Athletics 
renaissance as we join the MIAA Conference, 
and creates a state-of-the-art venue for collegiate 
athletics. The facility will allow NSU to host 
concerts and will be shared with our community 

partners.  Let me also say thank you to the many 
of you who attended the Redmen Heritage Wall 
dedication. Dr. Jack Dobbins did a remarkable job 
describing the early days of the gridiron. I hope you 
will visit this permanent and attractive tribute. 

As for additional facilities related projects, 
we are close to selecting an architectural firm to 
develop a long-range master plan for our campuses 
in Tahlequah, Broken Arrow, and Muskogee. 
The result should be a map of programmatic and 
facility needs for the next 25 to 50 years. We are 
negotiating a contract with an architect to design 
a $5 million expansion of the Fitness Center. We 
anticipate the programming phase to be complete 
in early fall with construction to follow. Our $20 
million housing initiative is in about step three 
of five. The ultimate goal is to replace Logan, 
Hastings, Ross, and Wyly Halls, all of which were 
completed in the mid 1960s.  

The campus enjoyed the 40th Annual 
Symposium on the American Indian and the 
Descendants of the Seminarians Luncheon. These 
are significant events that reflect on our Cherokee 
Female Seminary heritage. We also held an 
Employee Recognition Program and Reception. It 
was a great night of celebration as we recognized 
our employees’ years of service, retirements, 
grantsmanship, and Circle of Excellence faculty 
awards for teaching, research and service, rising  
star and star staff awards, and promotions and 
academic tenure.   

I hope this brief collage of what is happening at 
NSU helps keep you connected. Your support and 
involvement with your university are critical as we 
prepare for the future. The campus is beautiful and 
inviting. Please come see us and be part of the great 
things happening at Northeastern State University.

I am honored to be the President of NSU. 
Penny and I are excited about the future and look 
forward to working with you. We will see you at 
Homecoming. Gather Here. Go Far.

Dr. Steve Turner

Hello.
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Many individuals have worked under the hot 
Oklahoma sun on oil rigs that dot the landscape. Few have 
used that platform to become president of the fourth largest 
university in the state.

Dr. Steve Turner has taken an unconventional path 
to the presidency. Some have called the 19th president 
of Northeastern State University the “working man’s 
president.” If the oil boom hadn’t gone bust, it’s possible that 
Turner never would have attended a class at any university. 

“I was doing very well from the time I was 16 years 
old until the bust came in the mid-‘80s,” said Turner. “I 
decided, ‘No more.’ There’s a better way to go.”

Turner assumed the presidency at Northeastern in 
January of this year. However, this president does not come 
from a long line of college-educated family members. In 
fact, his grandmother only completed third grade before 
she had to quit to care for extended family. And while 
his parents graduated from high school, talk of higher 
education never really entered any conversations. 

“Ultimately, I was on the same path as far as hard-
working people,” notes Turner. “There were a lot of times 
that I survived on three or four hours of sleep a night. I 
don’t remember thinking ‘Wow, this is pretty dumb.’ What 
I do remember is that I knew it was the right thing to do.

“In a perfect world, you should encourage students to 
go right out of high school. But that isn’t always possible. 
There were times when I had to work three jobs just to 
survive.”

As a first-generation college graduate, Turner’s 
background is similar to many who attend NSU. He 
entered school as a nontraditional student with his eyes set 
firmly on a degree in criminal justice.

“When I first started, I thought ‘there will always be 
crime,’” Turner joked. “I’m going to always have a great job 
because I’m going to have a degree [in criminal justice].”

At the time, Turner and his wife, Penny, had two sons, 
Matt and Tim.

GroundFrom theUpNortheastern’s 19th president is a product of the regional  
university system as a nontraditional, first-generation graduate

By Tom Smith
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“I knew I could fly by the seat of 
my pants, but I had to remember I was 
married,” Turner said. “I figured that 
higher ed was the way to have more 
control over your career.”

That started a 22-year journey at East 
Central University in Ada, OK. During 
his ECU years, Turner was able to wear 
many hats. 
He served as a 
tenured professor, 
the chair of the 
Department of 
Human Resources 
and a police 
officer.

“I was 
working for the 
campus police 
because I needed 
the money. They 
would work me 
as much as I 
wanted,” Turner 
said. “I had a family to support.”

Turner finished his bachelor’s degree 
in three years and graduated with honors.

It was then that ECU Police Chief 
Ray Farmer, who didn’t have a degree and 
was a career policeman, sparked the idea 
of a career in higher education.

“He said, ‘You are more intelligent 
and capable than you are giving yourself 
credit for,’” Turner remembered. “‘You 
need to pursue a career in higher 
education.’

“He saw those things in me that 
I hadn’t seen in myself and redirected 
me. It was within a couple of years that I 
realized that higher ed had everything.”

Turner taught for a couple of 
semesters at ECU before fate once again 
intervened.

“In the summer of 1994, President 
Cole came to me. The dean of Social 
Sciences and the department chair had 
asked about me moving to a full-time 
faculty position. He said, ‘I think for your 

development, the 
faculty position is 
the way to go.’”

Since Turner 
was in the midst of 
recruiting for East 
Central University, 
the dean and 
president decided 
to use adjuncts for 
the Fall semester 
and hired him full-
time as a faculty 
member in January 
of 1995.

Even today, 
Turner can recall the name and number 
of the first course he ever taught and 
looks back fondly on those developmental 
years.

“I started teaching criminal justice 
and departmental core courses,” Turner 
said. “I started out at the lowest rank 
and worked my way up over time to 
the associate professor, full professor 
and tenured full professor to the second 
Thomas Endowed Chair at East Central 
University.”

Prior to his NSU appointment, 
Turner served as vice president for 
Administration and Finance and 
executive assistant to the President for 

Turner on the  
future of NSU
For Turner, the future of Northeastern 
State University is one that requires 
new partnerships to help this 
regional university continue to 
empower students and serve the local 
communities.

“We’re entering a new paradigm 
in 2012 that requires new 

partnerships,” he said. “I don’t 
understand why we’re in a 

situation where we’re asking 
whether higher education is an 

individual gain or a public good. 

“I wouldn’t be standing here 
today without an education 

from a regional institution in 
Oklahoma.”

Turner said those receiving college 
degrees, especially from regional 
universities, were moving Oklahoma 
forward.

“NSU is improving the 
quality of life in northeastern 

Oklahoma,” he stated. “Higher 
education is clearly both a public 

good and an individual gain. 
Our students stay in our state 

and make a difference.”
During his first faculty-staff address, 
Turner discussed a list of preliminary 
goals for his presidency, including 
comprehensive planning between 
campus entities, upgrading student 
housing, appointing a diversity 
coordinator and identifying the best 
methods to offer online instruction.

“There is a school of thought in 
the training of presidents that 
the first 100 days are critical,” 

Turner noted. “I do believe 
that is when relationships are 
established and we get a sense 
of each other. But I’m more 

interested in where NSU is in 
25 or 50 years, not just the first 
100 days. I want to work here 

for a long time and be effective.”

“Ultimately, I was on the same 
path as far as hard-working 
people. There were a lot of 

times that I survived on three 
or four hours of sleep a night. I 
don’t remember thinking ‘Wow, 
this is pretty dumb.’ What I do 
remember is that I knew it was 

the right thing to do.”
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Governmental Relations and Economic Development at East 
Central University, his alma mater.

Turner earned his doctorate in Adult Learning and Higher 
Education Administration from the University of Oklahoma. 
He holds a master’s degree in Human Resources with an 
emphasis in Counseling as well as a bachelor’s degree in 
Criminal Justice with an emphasis in Law Enforcement and a 
minor in counseling from ECU.

“I know a lot of people don’t go on and get a doctorate,” he 
said. “But at the time, I didn’t feel like I had 
any options. It was the only way for upward 
mobility and prosperity and peace of mind. 
But I feel my story is pretty typical of the 
students we have at regional universities.”

Some of the president’s hobbies include 
relaxing at the family lake house and fishing. 
He also commented that you can spot him at 
local flea markets and antique shopping with 
Penny.

His favorite historical figures are Ben Franklin and 
Abraham Lincoln.

“I like to read books like ‘The Tipping Point.’ It’s about 
normal people who did extraordinary things that changed 
America.

“When I was a kid, I read books to see the world. Now at 
NSU, we bring the world to our kids.”

Social involvement appears to be in the blood of the 
Turners. Penny spent 30 years in the district attorney’s office in 
Ada before retiring and prior to relocating to Tahlequah. 

The president speaks highly of his two sons. Matt went to 
East Central, “but his life goal was always to be a professional 
firefighter.”

“He was a volunteer fireman from the time he was old 
enough to drive,” noted Turner.

Tim has taken a different route. His passions run toward 
the world of electronics “which he is very good at, and he does 
well for himself.”

“When I was growing up, there weren’t discussions about 

going to college,” said Turner. “But with my sons, there were 
always discussions about going to college. As parents, I think 
you should always present every opportunity for kids to make 
informed choices.”

One of the ways Turner helped students make such choices 
was as the director of High School and College Relations at 
ECU. He said that position gave him exposure to a wide variety 
of positions throughout the university.

“You really have to learn everything about the institution, 
every academic program, you have to meet 
with the department heads and deans,” 
Turner said.

While Turner is passionate about 
students, he is equally as passionate regarding 
maintaining the rich history of NSU. 
He views the alumni base as the key to 
maintaining this culture today and in the 
future and encourages all to stay engaged.

 “If you are not connected, reconnect. I think there is some 
energy and optimism in the air. I’m committed to making this 
the kind of institution the alumni base wants to send their 
children and grandchildren. It’s a place that when you visit, you 
will be proud.

“You will want to be part of the energy and excitement 
that’s building. Your support, engagement and involvement are 
critical to our long-term success here.”

When asked what advice he would give to anyone 
considering NSU, he said to work hard and your dreams can be 
achieved.

“You get gray-headed, but it can be done,” he joked. “There 
were times when I sat down to help my sons do homework and I 
did homework right along with them.

“My story is not an anomaly when it comes to regional 
institutions. I’m just an extension of countless others. I hope I 
can be a role model for those to say with hard work, you can still 
get ahead.”

“There are still opportunities if you are willing to work hard.”

 "I’m committed to making 
this the kind of institution 
the alumni base wants to 
send their children and 

grandchildren."
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Dear NSU Alumni & Friends,

If you read this issue of Imprints cover to cover (as I suspect all our 
passionate Alumni Association members do) you will get a great sense of 
what has been happening, or will be soon, at Northeastern. The Redmen 
Heritage Wall dedication and groundbreaking on the new Multipurpose 
Event Center are but a couple of examples. And there is a lot more!

President Steve Turner and wife, Penny, have already begun creating a meaningful legacy 
that will leave a lasting imprint on our three campuses, with our university stakeholders and, 
most importantly, with our students. If you have not had a chance to meet the Turners, you 
will certainly get a real sense of what they are about in this issue. NSU’s alumni can rest 
assured that this institution is in very good hands.

For a number of reasons, your recognition that Northeastern is headed in a positive 
direction is no small consideration for those of us connected with the alumni relations 
organization. This includes professional staff as well as members of the Alumni Association 
and Foundation leadership boards.

For starters, it is important that you know that your NSU degree has value. On more than 
one occasion, I have heard from school administrators or from business leaders who hold 
job applicants with a Northeastern diploma in high regard. They know our graduates step 
into the work force ready to contribute and add value.

Most importantly, we recognize that if you feel good about where your alma mater is and 
where it’s headed, you’re more inclined to invest some of yourself in the journey. Such 
an investment or engagement can be demonstrated by promoting NSU in your schools 
or communities, providing internship opportunities to current students, mentoring a 
recent graduate, and, of course, by maintaining your Alumni Association membership and 
supporting scholarships or other funding needs.

As always, we love to hear from you. Let us know when you’re on any one of the three 
campuses in Tahlequah, Muskogee, or Broken Arrow. It would be great to visit and learn 
from you what more we can be doing to help you stay connected with Northeastern.

See you soon!

Daniel Johnson '91

Director of Alumni Services
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New members join NSU Alumni Association board
A corporate commissioner, financial 
advisor and educator were recently 
named to Northeastern State Univer-
sity’s Alumni Association board  
of directors.

Bill White, Andrea Tucker, and Rachel 
Farinelli will bring their unique back-
grounds to the Alumni Association as 
new board members.

“I’m confident I speak on behalf of 
the entire board when I express how 
excited we are about the infusion of new 
energy and ideas that will come as a 
result of these three joining the board,” 
said Daniel Johnson, director of alumni 
services. “Each brings unique perspec-
tives and insights that are sure to 
advance the Association’s agenda.”

Bill White, originally from Edmond, 
arrived at Northeastern from Eastern 
State College in 1966. While at NSU he 
was a member of the Student Senate, 
the Wesley Foundation and served as 
state vice president of the Oklahoma 
Methodist Student Movement, the Alpha 
Phi Omega service fraternity and the 
Young Democrats. Prior to graduation, 
he enlisted in the Army in 1968. He 
returned to Northeastern in 1975 and 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology in 1976.

Now retired, White served with the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission for 
31 years. He also served in the Okla-
homa Army National Guard. He is a life 
member of the NSU Alumni Association 
and a founding member and past presi-
dent of its Oklahoma City area chapter. 
He lives in Oklahoma City with his wife 
Mary. He has also created the William E. 
White Scholarship for Oklahoma City-
area students through the NSU Founda-
tion. White will continue to expand the 
Alumni Association’s cultivation efforts 
in the greater Oklahoma City area.

Broken Arrow native Andrea Tucker 
graduated from NSU with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
in 2005 and an MBA in 2009. While 
attending NSU she was active in DELTA 
Leadership Academy and worked for the 
university in recruitment and admis-
sions. She is a member of Delta Mu Delta 
International Honor Society in Business.

Tucker began her career as a finan-
cial advisor with Merrill Lynch Wealth 
Management in 2006. She lives with her 
husband James and their four children 
in Broken Arrow. In her new alumni 
board role, Tucker will work to make the 
important link between NSU and  
NSUBA alumni.

Rachel Farinelli is director of NSU 
Continuing Education. Born in Houston, 

she moved to Tahlequah in 1988 when 
her father, Dr. Carl Farinelli, joined the 
university faculty. She attended NSU to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in accounting 
in 1997 and a master’s degree in higher 
education administration in 2006. She 
has previously worked around the nation 
in nonprofit and corporate accounting.

At NSU she has organized the recent 
regional summits, including Giving Voice 
to Our Region in 2009 and Regional-
ism: A United Voice for a Shared Vision 
in 2010. While a student at NSU she 
performed with the River City Players 
and Downtown Country. She plays 
country fiddle for the Farinelli Family 
Band. Farinelli brings keen insight and 
institutional knowledge to her alumni 
board appointment.

Recently retiring from the Alumni Asso-
ciation board are Danna Fowble,  
Bill Moorer, Gregg Simmons, and Diane 
Walker, immediate past president and 
director of Educational Talent Search at 
NSU, leaves the board after 12 years of 
service.

“Diane has given as much as anyone 
in her decade of service to the Alumni 
Association,” Johnson said. “Her passion 
and energy was always a motivating 
force and she will certainly be missed. 
She and our other departing members 
leave very large shoes to fill.”

AluMni News
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AluMni News

Directory 
Service, 
Account 
Manager 
Available
Your paid membership 
now gives you access 
to the Alumni Directory 
and Account Manager. 
There, you can find 
former classmates, 
update your contact 
information, view 
your history of giving 
to NSU, and make 
donations—for free.

RiverHawk 
Legacy Program
Introduce your children 
or grandchildren to NSU 
history and traditions 
by enrolling them in 
the RiverHawk Legacy 
Program. Children 
from birth to 16 years 
of age can become 
acquainted with NSU 
and feel welcome as 
part of the RiverHawk 
family. Beginning as an 
infant and at ages 5, 
8, 12 & 16, legacies will 
receive free RiverHawk 
branded gifts mailed 
to the address of the 
Alumni Association 
member who registered 
the legacy.

For more information 
on membership or the 
RiverHawk Legacy 
Program please call

918-458-2143 
or visit 
nsualumni.com

Alumnus helps 
dreams take 
flight
Leadership expert Erick 
Burton '92 helps people’s dreams take 
flight. All it takes is a little direction.

Burton delivered this message March 12 
on the Tahlequah campus as part of the 
Larry Adair Lectureship Series. The noted 
author and public speaker’s topic was 
“Destination Direction: Have You Filed 
Your Flight Plan?”

Often described as powerful, positive, 
and practical, Burton – a 1992 
NSU alumnus – is developer of the 
personalized leadership assessment 
“The Leadership AcceleratorTM.” 
As president of Burton Resources, 
he has partnered with hundreds of 
corporations and associations as 
a professional speaker, facilitator, 
executive coach, and author. He is 
one of a few speakers with a Certified 
Speaking Professional designation.

Burton will be featured in the first 
edition of “Blueprint for Success 
– Powerhouse Professionals.” The 

book features best-selling 
authors Stephen R. Covey 
(Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People) and Ken 
Blanchard (One Minute 
Manager). Burton is also 
the author of “Leadership 
Accelerator.”

The Larry Adair 
Lectureship Series was 
established at NSU in 
2004 by friends and 
family of the retiring 
Oklahoma Speaker of 

the House, the Honorable Larry Adair. 
The lectures create an annual forum 
through which to address issues in politics, 
government and public policy. A goal of 
the lectureship is to enhance student 
interest in public affairs and encourage 
the NSU community to become more 
engaged citizens.

SHOP
NOW
nsualumni.com/shop
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RATS - Ratliff speaks on entrepreneurship 
at Battenfield-Carletti lecture
Trae Ratliff '03, an alumnus who turned his class project into the Rapid Area Transit 
System (RATS), delivered the Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur 
Lecture at NSU this February.

Speaking to a packed auditorium in the W. Roger Webb Educational Technology 
Center, Ratliff told of his experiences during his two-year entrepreneurial venture 
before becoming an employee for Yellowbook USA and an agent for Shelter 
Insurance. He is also owner-operator of The Lost Pines Ranch. One of the younger 
alumni invited to the lectureship, he discussed challenges recent graduates often 
face in business.

A Tahlequah native, Ratliff graduated from NSU in the spring of 2003 with a 
bachelor’s degree in business and an emphasis in NSU’s newly established 
entrepreneur program. He conceived of RATS as a way to ferry patrons to and from 
local taverns.

After offering advice such as identifying one's own flaws and remembering that 
more money earned means more money spent, Ratliff closed by asking the 
audience what would be written in their obituaries.

"Will it say something about a multi billionaire or a business failure," he asked. 
"No, it will be about who you were off the clock. Take that into consideration. Who 
are you? Find yourself. Take some time while you are here to remember the most 
important things. Achieve those things, slowly and steadily."

While at NSU, Ratliff served as vice president of the Entrepreneurship Club, a 
placekicker for the NSU football team and was the recipient of the NSU Student 
Entrepreneur Award in 2004.

Established in 2002 through the NSU Foundation by Dr. Harold Battenfield and 
Dr. John Carletti, the Battenfield-Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur Lectureship 
Series invites two NSU alumni entrepreneurs each year to speak to students. 

NSU alumna Vann 
receives 2011 Milken 
Educator Award
Northeastern State University alumna 
Sarah Vann '02 (second from right) 
makes such an immense impact 
teaching science at the Owasso 
Eighth Grade Center that she recently 
received an elite education honor.

Vann was presented the Milken Educator 
Award for 2011 at the Oklahoma state 
capitol on April 10, where she was recog-
nized on the House and Senate floors.

"My principal, Deirdre Hodge, received 
a call telling of my nomination," Vann 
said. "She was told to keep it confiden-
tial and filled out a ton of paperwork. 
But I haven't the slightest idea who 
nominated me. I certainly thank whom-
ever it was."

Vann was informed of the award during 
a surprise assembly on Oct. 31, 2011, 
attended by Oklahoma Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Janet Barresi, Con-
gressman John Sullivan and Dr. Jane 
Foley of the Milken Family Foundation.

She is one of only 40 educators 
nationwide to receive the honor for 
2011. Accompanying the Milken Award 
was a check for $25,000 to spend as 
she wished.

"I used it to pay off my graduate 
school debt and my vehicle," she said. 
"When I wrote my thank you to the 
Milken Foundation, I explained how the 
award was life-changing."

The Milken Educator Award is pre-
sented to elementary and secondary 
school teachers, principals, and  
specialists who further excellence  
in education.
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Life Member Darrell Sullenger ’52 with 
President Turner after being inducted 

into the Seminary Society at the 3rd annual 
President’s Circle reception.

Third 
annual 

Founders 5K 
run. More 
than 650 
runners 
registered 
for the race.

Alumni Association members Don 
Murphy ('58) and Marilynn Bidwell 

Murphy ('53) showing their NSU pride in Palm 
Harbor, Florida

Athletics Hall of Fame inductees 
with President Steve Turner, 

Paul Steininger ’76, John 
Higginbotham ’83, Wiley Ryal ’64 & 70

Coach Deloache with NSU soccer 
alumni and friends at the Dan Deloache 

Field Dedication.

Distinguished Alumna and Alumni Association Life Member Mary Battenfield ’60 
and family at the 13th annual Emerald Ball.

Meigs Jewelry owners and Alumni 
Association Life Members Todd ‘91 and 

Paula Mutzig with emerald necklace winner 
Robin Hutchins ‘01 at the 13th annual Emerald 
Ball.

>> SNAPSHOTS
If you have photos you would like to submit, contact the 
Office of Alumni Services at
918-458-2143, email alumni@nsuok.edu, or  
mail to 812 N. Cedar Ave.,Tahlequah, OK 74464.
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Battenfield-Carletti Lecturer Trae Ratliff 
’03 and family.

Monica Barnett ’88 
& ‘11 and daughter 

Ashley '13 during 
Homecoming weekend.

Alumni Association 
President Becky Gore ‘91 

and then Interim President 
Martin Tadlock with the 2011 
Alumni Association honorees: 
Carrie Underwood ’06, Mary 
Battenfield ’60, Joe Sears ’72, 
Drew Edmondson ’68, and 
Barbara Staggs ’63.

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief and Life 
Member Bill John Baker ‘72 and his wife 

Sherry with President and First Lady Steve and 
Penny Turner at the welcome reception in 
Tahlequah.

Life Members Jerry ’72 & ’06 
and Barbra Cook with their 

granddaughter enjoying 
Homecoming festivities.

Life Members Mark 
‘79 and Valerie 

Dobbins ’83 enjoying 
the Homecoming 
parade.

Alumni Services Director Daniel Johnson ’91 accepting the President’s Cup 
Membership Challenge trophy from UCO Alumni Director Al Jones.  NSU won the 

challenge by increasing alumni membership at a higher percentage than UCO.
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Honoring the students who created a legacy of 
athletic and academic excellence as the Redmen, 
Northeastern State University dedicated the Redmen 
Heritage Wall April 21. Legendary former NSU 
basketball coach and athletic director Dr. Jack 
Dobbins spoke during the dedication which was held 
as part of NSU’s Green and White Weekend.

The monument, located on the foundation of the 
original rock wall that served as bleachers on the 
site of the 1936 Gable Field next to John Vaughan 
Library and Haskell Hall Annex, highlights the 
unique heritage of Northeastern and celebrates the 
institution’s 84-year history as the Redmen.

The wall honors all Redmen who attended classes at 
Northeastern from 1924 to 2007, with an emphasis 
on athletics, but also recognizing the contributions 
of the band and student organizations. Free-standing 
displays with images of cheerleaders, band members, 
football, and baseball players etched in granite help 
revive the spirit of Redmen days gone by.

The Redmen mascot was officially adopted in 
October 1924, chosen by a vote of the faculty to 
replace the name “Warriors.” The university officially 
adopted the RiverHawks mascot in fall 2007.

The monument monument continues to receive 
financial support from several campus and alumni 
groups, including NSU Rugby, Fast Forties, NSU 
Band, Nifty Fifties, Lambda Chi Alpha, and the 
President’s Leadership Class. These groups, and many 
individuals, have been honored with etched bricks, 
paver stones, or a bleacher plaque incorporated into 
the project. For more information on how you can 
get involved, call 918-458-2143.

Her i t ag e  Wal l  commemora t e s  NSU Redmen Era
Redmen
FOREVER
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Optometry students make mission trip to Honduras
For the third time, students from 
Northeastern State University 
Oklahoma College of Optometry 
will be reaching out to help provide 
eye care in Roatan, Honduras. The 
optometry mission, conducted 
through Student Volunteer 
Optometric Service to Humanity 
(SVOSH), is July 28 – August 4.

“Optometric education is enhanced by 
mission trips in so many ways,” said 
Dr. Alissa Proctor, assistant professor 
of optometry at NSUOCO and faculty 
adviser for SVOSH. “The students 
see a great number of patients and 
a diversity of refractive and ocular 
disease cases. Students are also 
pushed out of their comfort zone, 
which helps them grow as individuals 
and as future doctors.”

The NSUOCO team is expected to 
include 16 students and two doctors. 
The clinic will housed in a  local church 
building. The mission will work with La 
Clinica Esperanza, which will manage 
complex cases and cataract surgery 
referrals.

Cataracts and other ocular disorders 
often go untreated in areas with 
limited health care access.

“In other countries, cataracts are 
a leading cause of blindness,” 
said optometry student Courtney 
Bloodgood, who will go to Roatan 
this summer on her first mission. 
“In the U.S., cataract surgery is a 
fairly routine procedure covered by 

most health insurance companies. 
In Roatan, we may need to diagnose 
problems that American optometrists 
might not see during their careers.”

Making her second trip to Roatan, 
Megan Kirkpatrick said working in 
remote locations presents challenges 
to patient diagnosis for the students.

“The instructors at the College of 
Optometry do a great job of teaching 
us skills which are very important 
to have mastered for mission trips,” 
she said. “We cannot take our 
advanced technology with us to help 
with diagnosing, so we must use 
every bit of education and clinical 
experience to determine the correct 
recommendation for our patients.”

While the unfortunate array or 
advancement of eye maladies provide 
abundant educational opportunities, 
the students say their foremost 
motivation to accompany the 
missions is to offer vision care to an 
underserved population.

“The College of Optometry has 
helped me develop amazing skills and 
it was rewarding to treat so many 
people and make such an impact in 
four days,” Kirkpatrick said. “Visiting 
Roatan last year was a life-changing 
experience for me.”

Visiting the clinics can also be life-
changing for the patients. Some arrive 
nearly blind and leave with functional 
sight.

“It is extremely worthwhile to give 
someone the ability to see again or 
maybe even to see for the first time,” 
Bloodgood said. “We are able to 
provide glasses to many people who 
have never had access to eye care 
before and that is a remarkable gift to 
give.”

SVOSH students also conduct 
fundraisers and request donations 
throughout the year. Proctor said 
more than $3,000 was collected 
during the fall 2011 term for the 
Roatan trip.

The mission will also receive a 
tremendous boost of approximately 
$4,500 from the Henry and Jo 
Ann McCabe NSUOCO Vision Care 
International Mission Scholarship. 
The $100,000 endowment was 
established in February, 2011, by 
Henry, chairman and CEO of McCabe 
Industrial Minerals Inc. of Tulsa, and 
his wife.

NSU’s SVOSH chapter made its 
second trip to Roatan in summer 2011. 
Of the 1,010 patients treated during 
the mission, 257 were children.

SVOSH is a charitable organization 
dedicated to providing vision care to 
the less fortunate. To find out more 
about making donations of eyeglasses 
or funds for the mission trips of the 
NSUOCO chapter of SVOSH, or for 
further information, call 918-444-
4000.

IMPRINTS  >>  16



northeastern News

Miss NSU works to enhance  
Alzheimer's awareness
With the incidence of Alzheimer's 
disease expected to approach 
epidemic proportions this decade, 
more people, especially families 
affected by the disorder, are joining 
the campaign to assist sufferers and 
find a cure.

Randee Howard, Miss Northeastern 
State University, is among those 
working to raise awareness of 
Alzheimer's. She also has personally 
dealt with the disease.

"My grandmother died of Alzheimer's 
when I was young and my father 
passed away from it when I was 19," 
she said. "Now an uncle has it. It runs 
in families and there is a 50-50 chance 
of me getting Alzheimer's and a 50-50 
chance for my sister."

Howard has worked with the 
Alzheimer's Association the past three 

years, performing in commercials, 
speaking at events and organizing 
walks. During the Miss Northeastern 
competition, Alzheimer's was her 
platform issue.

"I think being Miss Northeastern helps 
me get the cause out there," she said. 
"We can mention it on flyers or in 
emails and I believe the title helps draw 
some attention."

A senior from Chandler, Howard's 
choice to major in speech/language 
pathology was indirectly affected by 
Alzheimer's.

"When my father was in the hospital, 
I saw what speech and language 
pathologists do and it became what 
I wanted to do," she said. "After I 
graduate in May, I want to pursue my 
SLP master's at NSU."

YOUR LINK TO THE 
GREEN & WHITE NETWORK

OUTSTANDING 
  SENIORS

Daniel Adney DeeAnn Amlin * Lindsey Flatt Nick Highsmith Brent Huggins *

Megan Weaver

Andrew Nelson *

Teesha Richardson

Amy Smart

Taylor Raney

Alexandria Mayfield

Kim Meadows

Molly Crosby

Janie Lleverino

Catherine Bustos

Bryson Williams

Laura Ross-White *

NSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2012

TAHLEQUAH CAMPUS

BROKEN ARROW CAMPUS

* Jack Kaufman Outstanding Male & Female Honorees

Outstanding seniors named
Acknowledging academic performance and service 
among students at NSU, the awards committee of the 
Alumni Association board of directors has named the 
Outstanding Seniors for 2011-12.

Honored seniors are Daniel Adney of Oktaha, DeeAnn 
Amlin and Janie Lleverino of Tahlequah, Lindsey 
Flatt and Kimberly Meadows of Muskogee, Nicholas 
Highsmith and Bryson Williams of Miami, Okla., Brent 
Huggins of Wagoner, Taylor Raney of Jay, Teesha 
Richardson of Stilwell and Megan Weaver of Poteau.

From the 11 honorees, the committee selected 
Huggins and Amlin as the Jack Kaufman Outstanding 
Male and Female Seniors. The Jack Kaufman award 
winners were announced at the Ovation Assembly 
on April 21. All Outstanding Seniors were recognized 
during the ceremony.

During the DELTA Awards Banquet on April 27 at 
NSU-Broken Arrow, six Outstanding Seniors at 
NSUBA were acknowledged. They were Catherine 
Bustos, Molly Crosby, Alexandria Gabrielle Mayfield 
and Laura Ross-White of Tulsa, Andrew Nelson of 
Bixby and Amy Knipple Stone of Okmulgee. Nelson 
and Ross-White were the Kaufman winners for 
Broken Arrow.

All Outstanding Seniors receive a complimentary 
one-year membership with the Alumni Association. 
The seniors selected for the Kaufman award receive 
three-year memberships in the Alumni Association, 
complimentary tickets to the Emerald Ball on Dec. 8, 
and checks for $500.
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northeastern News

Founders Day Centurions Named
Larry Adair, an alumnus who served 22 years in the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives, was speaker from 2001-04. Adair helped to endow the Larry 
Adair Lectureship Series in Government and Public Policy.

Dr. Raymond Archer, a European theater veteran of the Second World War 
taught at NSU from 1968-91. Dr. Archer served as chair of the division of 
education and psychology. He passed away on Jan. 23.

Lynn and Paula Burris both earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
NSU in the early 1960s. Lynn played for the 1958 NAIA national championship 
football team, was inducted into the NSU Athletics Hall of Fame in 2006 and 
served as a district attorney, associate judge and as an adjunct to the NSU 
Department of Criminal Justice. Paula is former homecoming queen and retired 
counselor for Tahlequah Public Schools. They celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary in August.

Dr. Billy Joe Davis, professor of history, has served as regional coordinator 
of the National History Day competition for more than 25 years and as state 
coordinator from 2001-08. He also helped found the annual Symposium on the 
American Indian at NSU.

John deSteiguer, 1984 alumnus, was named president-elect of Oklahoma 
Christian University in February. Formerly vice president for advancement at 
OCU, he served as director of development and executive director of the NSU 
Foundation from 1993-2002. NSU honored him as Outstanding Young Alumnus 
in 2004.

Dr. Carl Farinelli is a professor of educational foundations and leadership in 
the College of Education. He has been a member of the NSU faculty for 24 
years, and was an inaugural winner of the President’s Model the Way award in 
2009, and has performed music with NSU’s summer Downtown Country shows.

Jesse Gailey, a 1964 graduate who passed away in January 2012, donated 
more than $277,000 to support NSU scholarships and an endowed 
professorship. He was president of Totah Telephone Company until 1998.

Mary G. Ross, an alumna who graduated in 1928, was the great-great-
granddaughter of John Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee Nation from 1828-
66. She was the first female American Indian engineer and was the first female 
engineer at Lockheed Corporation. She passed away April 2008.

Gregg Wadley, a 1969 graduate, is NSU’s first $1 million donor. His donation 
established the Cappitola “Cappi” Wadley Center for Reading and Technology 
in Bagley Hall to honor his late mother. He also donated $500,000 to NSU 
athletics in memory of his father, D.M “Doc” Wadley.

Dr. Charles Ziehr, retired professor of geography, can be seen at most NSU 
sporting events. “Chuck” delayed retirement twice to serve as interim assistant 
vice president for the Center for Teaching and Learning, which he worked 
to establish. He also helped implement technologies to improve information 
transfer and retention on campus.

* Annual honor, established during the 2009 Centennial Founders Day 
Celebration, the Centurion award is given to people associated with NSU—alumni, 
faculty, staff and students, whether past or present—who impacted the life of the 
nominator, the Northeastern community or the public at large.

STARS IN THE SUMMER 
CELEBRATION 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.

DOWNTOWN COUNTRY 
CLASSICS 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

RIVER CITY CLASSICS 
Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

ADULTS $12 •  NSU ALUMNI/STAFF $10 
SENIORS (60+)/GROUPS OF 12+ $8 
STUDENT/CHILDREN $6

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT  
$1 OFF ALL PERFORMANCES BOOKED IN JUNE

918.458.2075 •  WWW.NSUOK .EDU/SI

SUMMER

IN THEST RS
NSU PLAYHOUSE • 300 N. MUSKOGEE AVE • TAHLEQUAH, OK 74464
(NORTHEAST CORNER OF DOWNING ST. AND MUSKOGEE AVE.)

 » M.B.A., Master of Business Administration
 » M. Ed., School Administration
 » M. Ed., Reading  
 » M. S., Counseling Psychology 
 » M. S., Criminal Justice

 » Accelerated, online, blended &  
in-person class options

 » Adult Degree Completion Programs
 » Health Care Administration
 » Criminal Justice
 » Human & Family Sciences
 » Organizational Leadership

www.nsuok.edu/graduate

www.finishatnsu.com

HERE.

HERE TO

GO

FINISH

FURTHER.

YOUR DEGREE.

MASTERS PROGRAMS

GATHER

GATHER
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Northeastern State University ROTC 
instructor Burrus receives Purple Heart
Purple Heart medals are generally 
bestowed upon soldiers overseas in 
combat after suffering wounds at the 
hands of the enemy or posthumously to 
the next of kin.

However, Sergeant First Class Billy 
Burrus received his Purple Heart in 
front of his friends and family during a 
special ceremony at Northeastern State 
University this spring in the Sen. Herb 
Rozell Ballroom. Burrus currently serves 
as an ROTC instructor on the Tahlequah 
campus.

“When you deploy, you hope when the 
time comes you perform with honor,” 

Brigade Commander Colonel Bridget 
Rourke said during the ceremony. “SFC 
Burrus also received the medal for valor 
because he stepped up to the plate, 
despite being less than 100 percent. He 
stepped up for the team.”

Burrus was serving as a scout platoon 
sergeant in Iraq on May 10, 2009 when 
his life was forever altered.

While on a patrol mission in Al Jadeda 
near Mosul, Iraq, an improvised explosive 
device (IED) was thrown at his vehicle, 
resulting in his combat injuries.

While Burrus prefers not to talk about 
that day, the NSU ROTC instructor did 

comment on how this event helps him 
train future soldiers.

“They may have fears about what they 
might do when they join the Army,” 
Burrus said. “I hope this shows that you 
can go and have a lot of good things 
happen. You might get hurt but you can 
come home.”

The Purple Heart is the oldest military 
decoration in the world in present use 
and the first American award made 
available to the common soldier. It was 
initially created as the Badge of Military 
Merit by General George Washington to 
honor those “who are wounded by an 
instrument of war in the hands of the 
enemy.”

This is the first time a Purple Heart has 
been awarded on the NSU campus. While 
Burrus was happy to be able to share 
this experience with his family, he did 
have mixed emotions at not being able to 
share it directly with those he served with 
in the field.

“Normally you share this with the 
personnel that were with you when you 
were wounded,” Burrus said. “That is part 
of the blessing of being able to do it here 
rather versus the theater. This way they 
can actually be a part of an event like 
this. It’s pretty good.”

Major Jason Junkens, who served with 
Burrus at NSU, said the Stephensville, TX 
native continues to be an inspiration to 
his fellow soldiers and ROTC cadets.

“Sergeant Burrus is a very professional 
NCO who is well deserving of this award,” 
said Junkens. “This is a testament to the 
sacrifices he made and continues to make 
for his country.” 

Brigade Commander Colonel Bridget Rourke congratulates Sergeant First Class Billy Burrus 
during a special Purple Heart ceremony at Northeastern State University. Burrus received the 
medal for wounds suffered in Iraq in 2009. He is currently serving as an ROTC instructor at NSU.

Visit Northeastern 360°
Visit the Northeastern State University 
campus and learn of its history, 
online via the Northeastern 360° 
interactive panorama page.

Northeastern 360° is especially 
useful to prospective students as a 
tool to explore NSU. The panoramas 
allow them to virtually tour places on 
campus, and images can be rotated 
using a mouse or the controls at the 
bottom of each image.

Sound is included to tell the story 

of the image. The page currently 
holds four interactive panoramas, 
including Seminary Hall, W. Roger 
Webb Educational Technology Center, 
football tailgating, and the Sequoyah 
Statue in Centennial Plaza.

A Flash plug-in is required to view the 
images. Those without the plug-in can 
download a free version through a 
link on the Northeastern 360° page.

www.nsuok.edu/360photos.aspx
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The culmination of discussions, plans and visions from 
many parties, including the Regional University System 
of Oklahoma Board of Regents, Nabholz Construction 
Services, Crafton Tull architects, NSU students and 
athletes, was realized May 3, as the university officially 
broke ground on its Multipurpose Event Center.

President Turner spoke to a group of over 150 people 
eager to see the first shovel of dirt turned. Other 
dignitaries who addressed the crowd were RUSO Regent 
Richard Ogden, Tahlequah City Mayor Jason Nichols, 
NSU Director of Athletics Tony Duckworth, President 
of Northeastern Student Government Association Chuck 
Philpy and Nabholz Oklahoma President Chris Burnett.  

Taking up half of a city block, the new $14.4 million 
facility complements the Doc Wadley Stadium to the 
north and the College of Optometry to the south. The 
new complex will allow for more expanded programs and 
new events in Tahlequah to serve the city and campus 
community for decades to come.

The building will house more than 78,000 square feet. 
The floor plan calls for 69 rooms including six locker 
rooms. Amenities will also include a video screening 
room, an athletics shop, a suite of offices for coaches and 
staff, concession areas, laundry facilities, a ticket office 
and a room for the athletic and alumni associations.

Permanent seating capacity will be about 3,000. 
However, configurations using floor and mezzanine 
space will permit the seating of additional people.

The groundbreaking ceremony officially kicked off the 
15-month construction project with hopes of basketball 
practice beginning at the new facility in August 2013.

 For more information, visit  
www.nsuok.edu/capitalprojects

Center
Attentionof
Multipurpose center will allow more expanded programs 
and new events to be presented in Tahlequah.
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The world was born anew for the Cherokee people in 1825 
when the tribe officially adopted a writing system from Chero-
kee syllabary creator Sequoyah (George Guess). For the first 
time, the Cherokee had a standardized system for reading and 
writing their native language.

From these simple “talking leaves” sprang new ways to 
advance the tribe—the institution of a formal government 
with elected officials (1820); publication of North America’s 
first Native American newspaper, the Cherokee Phoenix (1828); 
and creation of the Cherokee Male and Female Seminaries in 
northeastern Oklahoma (1851) where the formal education of 
Cherokee children moved toward worldly studies including 
Greek, chemistry, geography, U.S. history, and philosophy.

Today, excitement about the Cherokee language continues 
at the place of learning where it all began.

Need for Revitalization.
Ground the tribe gained with the operation of its schools 

was quickly lost when Oklahoma statehood forced another 
chapter in Cherokee history. The state purchased the Female 
Seminary in 1909 for its Northeastern Normal School, a teacher 
training institution (present day Northeastern State University), 
and the Male Seminary was closed a year later, the victim of a 
devastating fire.

As Cherokee children entered mainstream schools, assimila-
tion measures worked to dissuade cultural identity, especially 
through speech.  

“I remember quite vividly, more than I care to remember, 
spankings in the third grade for speaking Cherokee in the 
hallways,” recalled Dr. Leslie Hannah, director of the Cherokee 
Language Program at NSU.

“A lot of the kids, and I was one of them, revolted against 
speaking Cherokee at home because it was getting us in trouble 

at school. We’d get whipped at school for speaking it, and 
whipped at home for not.”

The conflict Hannah felt growing up in two worlds, he said, 
is one shared by many Cherokee.

A study shared by the Cherokee Nation in 2002 revealed 
less than 10,000 Cherokee speakers remained—all over the age 
of 55.

Starting Anew.
Tsalagi Tsunadeloquasdi, or Cherokee Immersion School, is 

a keystone for the tribe’s language revitalization efforts. Opened 
in 2002, the school teaches preschool through 6th grade children 
a complete Oklahoma curriculum—in Cherokee. From 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. students are 100 percent immersed in the Cherokee 
language.

At the time, few realized what a monumental undertak-
ing a school of this type would be, as books in literature and 
grammar, syntax, structure, composition simply did not exist in 
the Cherokee language. Tribal members and educators continue 
to develop a complete, integrated, progressive curriculum to 
teach Cherokee.

NSU alumna Rebecca Drywater, language project supervi-
sor for the Immersion School, is part of the team working to do 
just that. The product of a native-speaking home and a fluent 
speaker herself, Drywater lends her expertise—more than 20 
years in public school settings and a degree in Cherokee Educa-
tion—to her Tsalagi Tsunadeloquasdi role.

“I commend those parents who allow their kids to come [to 
the Immersion School],” she said. “They’re going out on a limb 
to prove this is beneficial for their child to receive what they 
themselves didn’t have, an opportunity to speak and learn  
their language.”

The Great

* A Cherokee word meaning "working together" in a community sense

Ga-du-gi*
With the Cherokee language just generations from extinction,  
Northeastern State University and the Cherokee Nation work  
together to revitalize an integral part of the tribe’s culture and identity.

By Jennifer Zehnder
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A statue of Cherokee syllabary creator Sequoyah stands as a 
testament to Northeastern's tribal roots and future as a leader 
in Cherokee language revitilization efforts.
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Technological 
advances have also given 
language revitalization 
efforts a new voice and 
expanded reach. From 
its daily use in the 
immersion and university 
classrooms to its intro-
duction into personal 
handheld devices, today’s 
technology components 
are connecting people 
with their language in 
new and exciting ways. 
Cherokee now exists on 
Facebook, Google, and 
Wikipedia. Users can also 
access the language on 
Macs and PCs, as well as 
iPhone, iPad, and iPod 
hand-held devices.

Bridging the Gap.
Northeastern is an active participant in Cherokee language revitalization 

efforts. With its roots firmly planted in the historic soil of the Cherokee 
Female Seminary, the institution is preparing the next generation of Chero-
kee education teachers and leaders.

NSU launched a Bachelor of Arts in Education in Cherokee Education 
in 2005. According to Hannah, the degree started as a way to feed teach-
ers into the Cherokee Immersion School. Believed to be the nation’s only 
four-year degree offered in a native language, the program prepares students 
for K-12 teaching positions in Cherokee (speaking, reading, and writing) and 
provides them with a foundation in Cherokee culture and heritage.

Students enrolled in NSU’s Cherokee Education program have numer-
ous hands-on opportunities to utilize the language—from participating in 
special translation projects to attending community gatherings where Chero-
kee is the language of choice. These service-learning activities, explained 
Hannah, build confidence and cadre among the fledgling speakers.

“The difference between classroom Cherokee and the language in its 
natural environment,” he explained, “is like seeing an eagle in the zoo and 
one out in the wild. It’s the very reason we work to get our students out of 
the classroom.”

Additional projects are in the works at NSU. A minor in Cherokee Studies 
debuted in 2009, a Cherokee Technology course has been added to the class 
roster, and in fall 2011, Northeastern partnered with the Cherokee Nation 
to support the first-ever immersion residence hall on the Tahlequah campus. 
Comprised of more than 40 Cherokee Promise scholarship students, the group 
serves as ambassadors for language revitalization efforts to date.

“In a way, it’s become a personal crusade—being able to get back 
and give back nearly 40 years of language pillage,” Hannah affirmed. “It’s 
satisfying on a deeply personal and professional level to be able to talk to 
my mother in Cherokee and have my daughter be able to talk to her grand-
mother.

“The Cherokee are a connected people and what connects us is the 
language.”

Feature

Cherokee Language 
Happy Hour
This past semester, NSU Cherokee language 
students participated in ‘happy hour’ events held 
at local restaurants. The outreach program’s 
purpose is to place students in immersive 
language situations. The practical real-world 
settings enable students to speak with people for 
whom Cherokee is a first language.

Program students created dedicated menus 
printed in the Cherokee syllabary for use during 
the meal. The wait staff also received "cheat 
sheets" to assist in taking food orders. NSU 
students, first-language Cherokee speakers and 
children from the Cherokee immersion schools 
have all benefited from the experience, said 
Dr. Leslie Hannah, director of the Cherokee 
Language Program at Northeastern.

"These events allow our students to practice their 
craft," he said. "They give them opportunities 
to interact with the community and spread the 
word about the important Cherokee language 
work being done at NSU."

Cherokee ‘Talkers’
In a move reminiscent of the Navajo code talkers 
who were instrumental in the World War II 
arena, ROTC instructors invited two NSU 
students studying the Cherokee language to 
participate in a training exercise that exposed 
cadets to the nuances of operating in a foreign 
environment. Students Lawrence Panther and 
Patrick Rochford spoke Cherokee and posed as a 
village elder and interpreter, respectively, for the 
April exercise held at Camp Gruber. There, 62 
cadets from NSU and two Arkansas universities 
learned first-hand the challenges of working in 
‘foreign’ country where a language barrier exists.
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WEDDINGS

‘60s Jerry McDaniel 
‘69* and Roma 
Estes were 

married in October 2011.

Paulette Robinson ‘64 and 
Robert Burton were married in 
July 2011.

‘80s Kayla Cardenas 
‘88 and Gregory 
Halford were 

married in July 2011.

Robert Kresse ‘87 and Laura 
Burke were married  
February 25, 2012.

‘90s Patti  
McCullough ‘90 

and Charles Kaun were 
married in October 2011.

Jason Jameson ‘92 and 
Jennifer Linden were married 
in November 2011.

Anne Metzger ‘97 and Lecil 
Harper were married  
January 21, 2012.

Kathryn Schoonover ’97 
& '07 and Louis Redden were 
married in September 2011.

Kathleen Senger ‘97 and 
Michael Mears were married in 
February 2012.

Russell Turner ‘98 and 
Christy McClary were married 
April 12, 2012.

Katherine Hamilton ’99 
& '01 and David Wilson were 
married in October 2011.

‘00s Kimberly  
Cox ‘00 and 

Victor Jones were married in 
July 2011.

Kyle Ohrynowicz ‘00 and 
Jennifer Smith were married 
August 26, 2011.

Melissa Acree ‘01 and Carl 
Rumsey were married August 
13, 2011.

Marina Allison ‘01 and 
Timoth Hutton were married in 
March 2012.

Ryan Park ‘01 and Leisl 
Hasbrouk were married in 
January 2012.

Amber Fite ‘02* and Jordan 
Morgan were married October 
22, 2011.

Bethany Larkey ’02 & '05 
and James Stevenson were 
married in July 2011.

Valerie Lyles ‘02 and 
Jacob Snyder were married in 
October 2011.
Jessica Banks ‘03 and 
Micah Parks were married in 
November 2011.
Benjamin Irons ‘03 and 
Tracey Tallent were married 
October 15, 2011.

Nicholas Pingry ‘03 and 
Angela Boyd were married in 
August 2011.

Michael Alberty ‘04 and 
Maribeth Baker were married 
in January 2012.

Breck Buchanan ‘04 and 
Aimee Blyer were married 
October 23, 2011.

Mary Griggs ‘04 and Fred 
Hildreth were married in 
January 2012.

Sara Colburn ‘05 and 
Garrett Clement were married 
in September 2011.

Tami Fry ‘05 and Justin Loyd 
were married in August 2011.

Donovan Gregory ‘05 and 
Lorranie Henderson were 
married in January 2012.

Jeffrey Gunther ‘05 and 
Darling Escobar were married 
in February 2012.

Zachary Head ‘05 and 
Lindsay O'Brien were married 
in July 2011.

Ross Maute ‘05 and Casey 
Woodard were married  
May 28, 2011.

Heath Moseley ’05 & '11 and 
Nanette Schmidt were married 
September 17, 2011.

Jennifer Cope ‘06 and 
Edward King were married 
September 10, 2011.

Emily Mocha ‘06 and Bobby 
Thouvenel were married 
December 3, 2011.

Jill Webster ‘06* and 
Joshua Murr ’11 were 
married September 24, 2011.

Gloria Blasdel ‘07 and 
Cody Patton were married in 
February 2012.

Philip Desy ‘07 and Mary 
Walsh were married in 
November 2011.

Dustin Dixon ‘07 and Amy 
Hix were married  
November 11, 2011.

Kristen Dunning ‘07 and 
Jared Adams were married 
November 5, 2011.

Elizabeth Hensley ‘07 and 
Will Peterson were married 
October 8, 2011.

Kara Schell ‘07 and Steven 
Anderson were married 
September 10, 2011.

Berta Stricker ‘07 and 
Anthony Forrest ’06 were 
married September 17, 2011.

Megan Carr ‘08 and Steven 
Harmon were married  
October 1, 2011.

Tonya Flock ’08 & '10 and 
Taylor Massey were married 
November 5, 2011.

Victoria Pacula ‘08 and 
Tyler Vanbeber ’08 were 
married October 15, 2011.

Jody Sansone ‘08 and John 
Hamilton were married in 
March 2012.

Kelsey Totten ‘08 and 
Cody McBride were married in 
August 2011.

Tony Vue ‘08 and Eunjoo 
Kang were married in  
October 2011.

Jill Wejs ‘08 and Travis 
Owens ’07 & ‘11 were married 
April 7, 2012.

Brooke Whitaker ‘08 and 
Drew Branan were married 
October 8, 2011.

Dustin Christ ‘09 and Tia 
Hicks were married in  
October 2011.

Patricia Deckard ‘09 and 
Adam Cook were married in 
February 2012.

Chandra Garman ‘09 
and Mickey Kingfisher were 
married January 1, 2012.

Jeremy Harmon ‘09 and 
Diana Bowers were married 
November 11, 2011.

‘10s Ashley Creed ‘10 
and Joshua Cornley 

were married in October 2011.

Harmony DeRose ‘10 and 
Brock Blackburn were married 
September 4, 2011.

Kristin Enevoldsen ‘10 and 
Zackary Coursey were married 
March 10, 2012.

Erin Montee ‘10 and Derek 
Shackelford were married 
October 8, 2011.

Adrienne Moore ‘10 and 
Adam Stout ‘10 were 
married October 22, 2011.

Laura Weddington ‘10 
and Robert Richardson were 
married April 12, 2012.

Sara Burns ‘11 and Curtis 
Lambert were married in  
June 2011.

Cheree Christianson ‘11 and 
James Brown were married 
July 30, 2011.

Allyson Hall ‘11* and Matt 
Reece ‘11* were married in 
November 2011.

Casey Hudson ‘11 and 
Heather Simmons were 
married in December 2011.

Nicholas Mahaney ‘11 and 
Allison Ullom were married 
October 8, 2011.

Shaleen Smith ‘11 and 
Brandon Dorsey were married 
March 17, 2012.

ANNIVERSARIES

‘60s Ron ’62* and 
Winnie (Guess) 

Perdue celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary 
November 24, 2011.

‘70s Garland ’76 and 
Sue Pelzel 

celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary 
December 2, 2011.

BIRTHS

‘60s Emily Griffin, 
granddaughter of 

Carol Kaufman '67, was born 
April 8, 2009.

‘70s Reese Elizabeth 
Dotson, 

granddaughter of Larry '71* 
and Linda '82* Dotson, was 
born September 30, 2011.

‘90s Samuel Owen 
Weaver, 

grandson of Robin (Robertson) 
'90* and Bobby Johnson, was 
born January 7, 2012.

Cora Cowart, granddaughter 
of Jennifer Sissom '96, was 
born May 5, 2011.

Robert Joseph Browne, 
son of Kristine (Partridge) 
Browne '98, was born  
August 15, 2011.

‘00s Keegan Patrick 
Rodman, son of 

Yvonne (Moeller) '00 and 
Brendan Rodman, was born 
August 3, 2011.

Holly Jo Willis, daughter 
of Marc '00 & '03 and Amber 
Willis, was born  
December 21, 2011.

Ava Nina Hill, daughter of 
Gabe '01 and Cheri (Phelps) '05 
Hill, was born  
December 30, 2011.

Karsyn Zehr, daughter of 
Keela '01 and Kasey Zehr, was 
born October 25, 2011.

Augustus Jared Estes, son 
of Tabitha (Parker) '02 and 
Aaron Estes, was born in 2011.

Sy Daysun Cochran, son 
of Sonya Watie-Cochran '04 
and Martin Cochran, was born 
November 21, 2011.

Charlotte Blair Holder, 
daughter of Joshua '04 and 
Kari (Mauldin) '03 Holder, was 
born August 11, 2011.
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Connor Moore, son of Jenny 
'04 & '09 and Charles Moore, 
was born August 17, 2010.

Owen Shepherd, son of Brent 
'04 and Rachel Shepherd, was 
born October 19, 2011.

Jack Spiegel, son of Heather 
(Sanders) '04 and Jeremy 
Spiegel, was born June 21, 2011.

Broderick Bentley, son of 
Jennifer (Martin) Bentley '05, 
was born August 1, 2011.

Greyson Gage Freise, son of 
Jeremy '05 and Cassie (Weir) 
'04 & '06 Freise, was born 
September 21, 2011.

Jack Edward Highers, son 
of Stephen '05* and Cami 
(Hamilton) '05* Highers, was 
born September 23, 2011.

Mabri Jo Allison, daughter of 
Paul '06 and Jade (Grigg) '04* 
Allison, was born July 16, 2011.

Jane Eller, daughter of Ryan 
'06 & '08* and Kristin (King) '08 
Eller, was born  
November 21, 2011.

Ian Taylor, son of Melissa 
(Peterson) '06 and Jason Taylor, 
was born August 3, 2011.

Nora June Barber, daughter 
of Kurtis '07 and Teresa Barber, 
was born August 2011.

Ranger Walker, son of Gary 
Walker '07, was born  
July 18, 2011.

Abel Baker, son of Maegan 
(Lair) '08 and JR Baker and 
grandson of Syretha (Huckaby) 
’73* and Robert Lair ’75*, was 
born July 8, 2010.

Noah Gavin Brown, son of 
Leslie M. (Mills) Byrd '08*, was 
born September 9, 2011.

Finley Monrow Newcomb, 
daughter of Jared '08 & '10 
and Ashley Newcomb, was born 
January 20, 2012.

Quinndilyn Walsh, daughter of 
Krisa (Muskrat) '08 and Thomas 
Walsh, was born  
October 22, 2011.

Peyton Lee Gartner, daughter 
of Kathleen '09* and Brandon 
Gartner, was born January 26, 
2012.

Delilah Gates, daughter of 
Robert '09 and Katy Gates, was 
born September 20, 2011.

James Patrick Innis, son 
of Charles '09 and Jennifer 
(Nickell) '09 Innis and grandson 
of Danny ’81* and Tearsa Innis, 
was born September 26, 2011.

Jackson Lankford, son of 
Chris '09 and Kelly Lankford, was 
born February 26, 2012.

‘10s Creed Anderson, 
son of Kyle '10 and 

Megan (Stacey) '07 & '10  
Anderson, was born  
November 30, 2011.

Hudson Matthew Baldwin, 
son of Kellen '10 and Lindsey 
Baldwin, was born  
December 1, 2011.

Ico Anangaline Bantista, 
grandson of Ruth Bantista '10, 
was born October 10, 2010.

Noah Erickson Covey, son of 
Eric '10 and Charity (Veatch) '02 
& '11 Covey, was born December 
8, 2011.

Dakota Jo Johnson, daughter 
of Nathan '10* and Jo (Baldridge) 
'09* Johnson, was born  
July 8, 2011.

Luciana Marie Kinman, 
daughter of Ellie (Slack) '10* 
and Paul Kinman, was born 
September 30, 2011.

Tara Lynn Balch, daughter of 
Darla (Rodgers) Balch '11*, was 
born January 19, 2012.

Gracie Thomas, daughter of 
Doug '11  and Kristen (Smith-
Snell) '11 Thomas, was born 
January 17, 2011.

MILESTONES

‘50s Don Murphy ‘58* 
retired from  

Accento Crafts.

‘60s Ron Evans ‘60 & 
'64* became a 

member of the Collinsville 
Chamber of Commerce Board.

James Dryden ‘62* started an 
Endodontist private practice.

Curtis Brackeen ‘65 was 
inducted into the inaugural 
class for the Oklahoma African 
American Educators Hall of Fame.

Addie (Cheek) Griffin ‘67 & 
'72* was named the Director of 
Adult Basic Education for Sallisaw 
Public Schools.

Mike Martin ‘67* was named 
the Director of Architecture for 
Renaissance Architects.

Drew '68* and Linda '69* 
Edmondson were inducted into 
the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Hall 
of Fame. Linda was also selected 
as one of the 2011 50 Women 
Making a Difference by The 
Journal Record.

Thomas Kendrick ‘68* was 
named the Consulting Chemist 
and CEO for Spare Enterprise.

‘70s Jerry Hood ‘70 
retired as the 

Superintendent of Keys  
Public Schools.

Roger Sharp ‘70 & '73 retired 
as Superintendent for Muldrow 
Public Schools after 42 years 
with the district.

Regina (Fisher) Carpenter 
‘71 & '88 became the Owner and 
Designer of Petite Parties Event 
and Décor.

Junior Littlejohn ‘71* was 
named a District Judge for 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma.

Garry Martin ‘71 became the 
Founder and CEO of Martin 
Consultants Group.

B. Don Steveson ‘71 & '97 was 
named President of First State 
Bank in Noble and  
Norman, Oklahoma.

Larry Griffin ‘73* joined 
the faculty at Prince Salman 
bin Abdulaziz University as a 
Professor of English.

Elaine Miller ‘73 retired from 
the U.S. Public Health Service.

Maudie (Key) Mattox ‘74 & 
'05 retired after 37 years  
in education.

Shirley (Anderson) Oliver 
‘75 became a consultant for 
Morehouse School of Medicine.

Joe Gordon ‘76* was named an 
Assistant Director at the Indian 
Capital Technology Center.

Monte Madewell ‘76 retired as 
the Superintendent of Warner 
Public Schools after 40 years  
in education.

Bill White ‘76 retired  
from the Oklahoma  
Corporation Commission.

Dan Myers ‘77 joined ERA C.S. 
Raper and Son Realtors.

Brenda (Collateta) 
Patterson ‘78 was named the 
Prevention Education Specialist 
for Hopi Guidance Center.

Mark Hudson ‘79 retired from 
the Muskogee Police Department 
after 32 years of service.

Billie Jordan ‘79 & '89 was 
named the Superintendent for 
Keys Public Schools.

’80s Steve Merrill ‘80 
& '00 was named 

the Executive Director of Human 
Resources and Federal Programs 
for Tahlequah Public Schools.

Julie Rogers ‘80 became a 
Cherokee Nation Drug Court 
Advocate.

Lisa (Boxwell) Lakotish ‘81 
joined Rio Rancho Public Schools 
as an Educational Assistant.

James Floyd ‘82 was named 
the Medical Center Director for 
the Muskogee Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center.

Robbin (Galyean) Fain ‘83 
was named the Title I Coach for 
Westville Public Schools.

Kyle Fowler ‘84 & '89 was 
named the Head Football Coach 
for Salina High School.

Deborah Reheard ‘84 was 
selected as one of the 2011 50 
Women Making a Difference by 
The Journal Record.

Dan Sullivan ‘84* was  
named CEO by the Grand River 
Dam Authority.

Jeffry Ostrander ‘85 & '86 
was named President of Austin 
Group Furniture.

Ron Scroggins ‘86 was named 
an FSR III for Regions Bank.

Denise Spears Roddy ‘86 
& '88* was named Oklahoma 
Optometrist of the Year by 
the Oklahoma Association of 
Optometric Physicians.

Todd Hembree ‘87* was 
named the Attorney General for 
the Cherokee Nation.

Lynn (Smith) Kesner ‘87 & 
'93 was named the Inside  
Sales Manager for  
American Woodmark.

April (Heckathorn) Parnell 
‘87* was named the Director of 
Contracts and Compliance for 
Tactical Electronics and  
Military Supply.

Robert Rice ‘87 was named a 
Direct Support Professional for 
Bios Corp.

Derek Rountree ‘87 & '88 was 
named the Inspector General 
by the US Army Installation 
Management Command.

Brian Elliott ‘88 & '96 was 
inducted into the Oklahoma 
Soccer Hall of Fame.

Marshall Keesee ‘88 was 
named the In-Store Marketer for 
Sears Home Improvement.

’90s Cindy (Chambers) 
Chanslor ‘90* 

joined the Tulsa Ballet Center for 
Dance Education as an 
Administrative Assistant.

Jim Gray ‘90 was named the 
Director of Communications and 
Government Relations for the 
Cherokee Nation.

Matt Pivarnik ‘90* was 
honored as a "Man of 
Distinction" by the Tulsa 
Business Journal.
Amy (Rose) Riff ’03 & '06* 
was named the assitant principal 
for Sapulpa Middle School.

Ada (Applegate) Cannonie 
‘91 joined the faculty at 
Tahlequah High School as a 
Special Education Teacher.

Class Acts
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Mika Goff ‘91 & '05 was named 
a Substance Abuse Counselor for 
Redbird Smith Health Center.

Tana (Rose) Hendrickson ‘91 
was promoted to Administrative 
Assistant at NSU.

Nancy January ‘91  
became the Owner of Patients 
Learn, LLC.

Larry Copeland, Sr ‘92 was 
named Captain at the Chelsea 
Police Department.

Anjanette (Henry) Garrett 
‘92 joined the faculty at  
Topping Elementary.

Jan (Folsom) Hart ‘92 was 
named Business Manager for the 
College of Muscogee Nation.

Tammy Kester ‘92 joined the 
faculty at Stilwell  
High School.

Patricia (Palmer) Douthitt 
‘93 was named a Financial 
Analyst for the Community 
Action Project of Tulsa County.

Kathleen (Foster) Elliott 
‘93* joined His Vision for 
Children as a Pediatric 
Optometrist.

Jeff Chalupa ‘94 was  
named the General Manager of 
Domestic Operations  
for NORDAM.

Ava (Aultz) Edens ‘94 joined 
Airgas as an A/R Specialist.

Roberta Petterson ‘94 was 
named the News Director  
for WZTV.

Clifton Wilson ‘94 was named 
the Chief Commercial and 
Industrial Lender/Executive Vice 
President for SpiritBank.

Jonathan Powell ‘95 was 
named the Director of Sales and 
Marketing for Cherokee  
Nation Industries.

Kimbra Scott ‘95* was 
selected as a member of 
Leadership Tulsa Class 46.

Laura (Hennessy) Stangland 
‘96 was named the Document 
Control Special Projects Manager 
for Alpha Technologies, Inc.

Jeremy Burton ‘97 was 
promoted to Senior Director of 
University Relations for Oral 
Roberts University. He was 
also selected as a member of 
Leadership Tulsa Class 46.

Rebecca (Isaacs) Byers ‘97 
& '08 was named an Accounting 
Manager for the City of Tulsa.

Bob Cole ‘97* was selected as 
a member of Leadership Tulsa 
Class 46.

Deborah Faubus-Kendrick 
‘97 was named Director of 
the Crawford County Adult 
Education Center.

Kindra (Rose) Marts ‘97 was 
named Staff Vice President for 
Dollar Thrifty Automotive Group.

Cliff Shannon ‘97 & '99 
joined the Device Supply 
Transformation Department at 
US Cellular.

Allison (Page) Brown ‘98 
was named Director of Federal 
Programs and Assessment at 
Shawnee Public Schools.

Heather (Bartemy) Cobb ‘98 
& '00 was named the National 
Sales Manager for Educational 
Development Corporation.

Krystal (Morgan) Cox ‘98 
joined the faculty at  
Hilldale Elementary as a 2nd 
grade teacher.

Bobby Crawford ‘98  
joined the faculty at Commerce 
High School.

Sarah Hart ‘98 was named a 
News Editor for ESPN.

Anthony Lungstrum ‘98 
& '00 joined William Woods 
University as an Assistant 
Professor in Athletic Training.

Lisa (Bowers) Turner ‘98 & 
'99* was named the Associate 
Director for Ability Resources.

Patricia (McGuinn) Yates 
‘98* was named the Business 
Manager for Texas Express 
Basketball, Inc.

Marcal Johnson ‘99 joined  
the faculty at Central High 
School in Tulsa.

Roya Keyan ‘99  
became the Owner and 
President of Human Resource 
Management Consulting.

Lark Wilson ‘99 was named 
Wildlife Professional of the  
Year by the Bowhunting Council 
of Oklahoma.

’00s Clark Brown ‘00 
was named the 

Senior Audio Visual Technician 
for Flik at Pfizer Corporation.

Eldon Burns ‘00 was  
named a Business Analyst for 
SandRidge Energy.

Stephanie (Spears) Factor 
‘00 founded The Moving Factor, 
Inc.

Jeannetta Glory ‘00 was 
named Teacher of the Year for 
Briggs School.
Mary (Gillen) HorseChief-
Henderson ‘00 was named 
the Regional Prevention Center 
Director for Cherokee Nation.
Lynnette Kirk ‘00 was named 
an Accounting Manager for 
Pipeline Jet Stream.

Chad Ross ‘00 became a 
teacher and coach at Fairland 
Public Schools.

Robert Vanzant ‘00 was 
named the Manager for  
Papa Gino's.

Jason Woodruff ‘00 was 
awarded the Law Enforcement 
Congressional Badge of Bravery.

Kari (Lander) Feathergill 
‘01 was named the Preschool 
Director for Cedar Ridge 
Christian Church.

Ebony Johnson ‘01 completed 
her Ph.D. in Educational 
Leadership from OU-Tulsa.

April (Manos) Miggletto 
‘01 & '03 was named a Speech 
Language Pathologist for Keys 
Public Schools.

Cory Slagle ‘01* was named an 
Assistant Principal at McDonald 
Junior High School.

Ryan Wallis ‘01 joined 
Weatherford International as a 
Directional Drilling Engineer.

Rachel Anderson Hill ‘02 & 
'03* was named the Director of 
Communications for the Tulsa 
Metro Chamber.

Brad Gilbert ‘02 was named 
the Head Football Coach for 
Tahlequah High School.

Roger Ledford ‘02 was named 
the Branch Manager for  
GDH Consulting.

Mary (Gillen) McMillen 
‘02 & '05 graduated from the 
university of Tulsa with a law 
degree.

Sarah (Burton) Vann 
‘02 received the 2011 Milken 
Educator Award.

State Representative 
Lisa Johnson-Billy ‘90 was 
selected as one of the 2011 50 
women making a difference by 
The Journal Record.

Rachel Neighbors ‘03 was 
named the Executive Director of 
MONARCH in Muskogee.

James Pennington ‘03 
became an HSE Coordinator/
Trainer for SGS North America.

Lakisha Blandon ‘04 was 
named Teacher of the Year for 
Hulbert Public Schools.

Anna Duarte ‘04 was  
named a Tax Senior with 
Stanfield and O'Dell.

Lora (Wilmoth) Hodges ‘04 
joined the faculty at Katy ISD as 
a 5th grade teacher.

Pamela (Shandy) Powell ‘04 
joined AAA Oklahoma working 
with membership records.

Edwina (Goodman) Williams 
‘04 was named a Claims 
Examiner for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

Kaycee Young ‘04 was named 
the Executive Director of the 
NSU Wesley Foundation.

Jama (Renfroe) Converse 
‘05 joined the faculty at Harrah 
Public Schools as a High School 
Media Specialist.

Tracy (Butler) Glisson ‘05 
was named a Case Manager  
for the Department of  
Veterans Affairs.

Erica (Fogler) Lewis ‘05 
became a teacher at Seneca 
Head Start.

Bradah (Yochum) Littlefield 
‘05 was named a Health 
Administrator for Koweta Indian 
Health Facility.

Malynda (Kerr) Todd ‘05 & '10 
joined International  
Insurance Brokers as an 
Accounting Associate.

Rachel (Phillips) Younger 
‘05 was named the Finance and 
Administration Manager for 
Talking Leaves Job Corps.

Tara Crossley ‘06 joined the 
American Bank and  
Trust Company as a Loan 
Operations Coordinator.

Tamara Dunley ‘06 joined 
the faculty at TCC as an English 
Instructor and Writing Specialist.

Rebecca Humphrey ‘06 
joined the staff at the Center  
4 Change.

Billye Kraus ‘06 was promoted 
to Manager for Eide Bailly, LLP.

Connie (Foster) Payne ‘06 
became a Claims Examiner for 
the Department of  
Veterans Affairs.

Jason Stephens ‘06 
joined Bank of Oklahoma in 
the Commercial Real Estate 
Department.

Kristi (Lanterman) Wann ‘06 
was named a Meeting Planner 
for the Society of Exploration 
Geophysicists.

Sarah (Wassom) Alexander 
‘07 joined the faculty at 
Stonebridge Academy.

Breanna (Walker) Brumley 
‘07* joined the staff at the Indian 
Health Care Resource Center as 
a Physician Assistant.

Chris Coomer ‘07 was named 
an IT Specialist at the University 
of Oklahoma.

Jaime (O'Neil) Deason 
‘07 joined the faculty at Allen 
Bowden School.

Class Acts
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Jacob Gibson ‘07 was 
posthumously honored with the 
Winners Circle Award from his 
employer, Penske Truck Leasing.

Brice Harader-Pate ‘07 joined 
the trauma center at St. Francis 
Hospital as a Clinical Nurse.

Sandra (Stroup) Mace 
‘07* joined Family and Youth 
Intervention Services as a 
Therapist.

Shawn Matheson ‘07 was 
named Teacher of the Year for 
Perkins-Tryon Junior  
High School.

Chase McDonald ‘07* was 
named the Director of Safety  
and Training for Cleveland 
Integrity Services.

Ronda Roberts ‘07 joined the 
Alzheimer's Association as a 
Social Worker.

Crystal Smith ‘07 was named 
the Group Fitness Coordinator 
for Sky Fitness and Wellbeing.

Stephanie (Byers) White 
‘07 & '10* joined Calming 
Connections as a Counselor and 
Case Manager.

Sarah J Anderson ‘08 was 
named Store Manager for Al's 
Formal Wear.

Ashley (Hammock) Barker 
‘08 was named the Associate 
Registrar for Oklahoma  
Wesleyan University.

Dr. Robert Fulton ‘08 opened 
the Fulton Eyecare Center in 
Chickasha, Oklahoma.

Wendy (Jameson) Haggard 
‘08 joined the faculty at 
Spring Mills Middle School in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia.

Dona (Steed) Overbay ‘08 
started an internship at CREOKS 
Behavioral Center.

Rachel (Maxwell) Brown ‘09 
joined RAM Counseling Services 
as a Family Therapist.

Amber McKinney ‘09  
joined the faculty at  
McAlester Public Schools as a 
kindergarten teacher.

Lynette Moreau ‘09 joined 
the faculty at Tulsa Community 
College as a Professor of  
Social Work.

Charity Parsons ‘09 joined 
Stanfield and O'Dell as a  
Tax Associate.

Jon Pettigrew ‘09 was named 
Retail Sales Manager for the 
Republic Road branch of  
Arvest Bank.

Carolyn Pryor ‘09 joined Bank 
of Oklahoma as a Banker.

’10s Jessica (Tipton) 
Anthis ‘10 joined 

the staff at Mobility Plus as a 
Customer Service Represenative.

Shannon Buhl ‘10 was 
appointed Marshal for the 
Cherokee Nation.

Dr. Jacoby Denwald ‘10 
opened the Great Plains Vision 
Center in Woodward, Oklahoma.

Jared Homer ‘10 was named 
coach of the Boys Soccer Team 
at Mustang Public Schools.

Amanda (Dunn) Johnson 
‘10* became a Financial Office 
Assistant for Scottrade, Inc.

Keri Mills ‘10* joined the 
faculty at Wyandotte Public 
Schools as a Special  
Education Teacher.

Emily Perkins ‘10 joined the 
Sapulpa Daily Herald staff as  
a Writer.

Shelley Seals ‘10 was named a 
Rehabilitation Counselor  
for YCO.

Shawn Stacey ‘10  
joined Federal Express as a  
Truck Driver.

Kristi Arnold ‘11* joined the 
University of Phoenix as a 
Student Services Coordinator.

Matt Sakmary ‘11* was named 
a TPF Programmer for Hewlett-
Packard Enterprise Services.

MEMORIAM

’40s Ila Bright ‘40, of 
Tulsa, passed away 

August 4, 2011.

June (Newburn) Evinger ‘47 
& '84, of Grove, passed away 
October 27, 2011.

Doris Winkelman ‘48 & '83*, 
of Perry, passed away  
July 18, 2011.

’50s Neoma (Barnett) 
Waller ‘50, of Tulsa, 

passed away January 8, 2012.

Evelyn Cottrell ‘51, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away  
October 23, 2011.

Paul Davis ‘52 & '69, Athletic 
Hall of Fame Inductee, of 
Springdale, Arkansas, passed 
away October 14, 2011.

Austin Ketcher ‘52, of 
Tahlequah, passed away 
September 21, 2011.

John Ketcher ‘52 & '66*, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
October 17, 2011.

James Moore ‘53, of Miami, 
OK, passed away  
December 24, 2011.

Raymodeen (Gee) Phipps 
‘53, of Tulsa, passed away 
January 4, 2012.

Jimmie (Adair) Carson ‘55, 
of Tulsa, passed away  
November 6, 2011.

Fred Dunlap ‘58 & '62, 
of Boynton, passed away 
September 26, 2011.

Marie (Hess) Borchardt 
‘59, of Muskogee, passed away 
November 16, 2011.

Reba Reading ‘59, of Stigler, 
passed away August 11, 2011.

’60s Jesse Gailey ‘64*, 
of Ochelata, passed 

away January 16, 2012.

Carol Burris ‘65 &  '81, 
of Muskogee, passed away 
February 13, 2012.

Carolyn (Lawley) Dowdy 
‘65, of Cleveland, passed away 
February 6, 2012.

Sherry (Ross) Moe ‘66, of 
Bemidji, Minnesota, passed away 
January 2, 2012.

Marian Ford ‘69, of Wagoner, 
passed away July 13, 2011.

Luana Lucas ‘69 & '73, of 
Mounds, passed away  
November 3, 2011.

’70s  Helen Carter ‘70, 
of Tahlequah, 

passed away April 27, 2011.

Howard "Butch" Peterson, 
III ‘71, of Tulsa, passed away 
February 12, 2012.

Wilbert Roberson ‘73, of 
Tulsa, passed away  
February 5, 2012.

Betty (Capps) Draper ‘74, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
October 6, 2011.

Amanda Ellison ‘74 & '81, of 
Muskogee, passed away  
August 16, 2011.

Billie (Powell) Murdock ‘76, 
of Tulsa, passed away  
February 14, 2012.

Judy (Ray) Vice ‘76, of Grove, 
passed away October 10, 2011.

Ralph Haddox ‘77, of Okemah, 
passed away January 14, 2012.

Eunice Sullivan ‘77 & '84, 
of Wagoner, passed away 
November 2011.

Juanita Swope ‘77, of Tulsa, 
passed away January 24, 2012.

Melissa Clary ‘78, of 
Claremore, passed away  
August 5, 2011.

Ronald Banks ‘79, of Tulsa, 
passed away August 1, 2022.

Janice Stadler ‘79, of Tulsa, 
passed away January 25, 2012.

’80s Inez Johnson ‘80, 
of Muskogee, passed 

away August 9, 2011.

Jerry Manley ‘80, of 
Tahlequah, passed away October 
7, 2011.
Joseph Masek ‘80 & '85, of 
Tulsa, passed away  
February 6, 2012.
Ella Moss ‘80, of Westville, 
passed away February 8, 2012.
Niles Bosin ‘82, of Tulsa, 
passed away January 19, 2012.
Nancy (Parsons) Auer ‘84, of 
Lenapah, passed away  
January 10, 2012.
Bonnie Baugus ‘84, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
October 3, 2011.
Randal Casey ‘84, of Pryor, 
passed away October 19, 2011.
Dawna (Cook) Dushane 
‘84, of Tahlequah, passed away 
February 21, 2012.
Hallie (Morris) Banner ‘85, of 
Coweta, passed away  
July 8, 2011.
Thomas Gibson ‘85, of Jenks, 
passed away January 20, 2012.
Robert Hinkle ‘88 & '94, of 
Westville, passed away  
October 19, 2011.
 ’90s Barbara Coleman 

‘90, of Tulsa, 
passed away 

February 27, 2012.
Judy Copeland ‘90, of 
Edmond, passed away  
November 5, 2011.
Wilton Cuevas ‘91, of Broken 
Arrow, passed away  
November 24, 2011.
Lewis Gilbert ‘92, of 
Tahlequah, passed away 
November 25, 2011.
Jennetta Brownfield ‘94, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
March 5, 2012.
Susan Morris ‘94, of Salina, 
passed away February 27, 2012.
Kenneth Todd Kimmel ‘98, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
May 15, 2012.
Taris Amogbokpa ‘99, of 
Tulsa, passed away  
January 25, 2012.

’00s Paula Griggs ‘03, 
of Eufaula,  
passed away 

February 10, 2012.
Sharon Adair ‘05, of Oaks, 
passed away November 29, 2011.
Janet (Pilcher) Harvey 
‘05, of Tahlequah, passed away 
December 4, 2011.
Jacob Gibson ‘07, of Bixby, 
passed away September 5, 2011.
Michael Checotah ‘08, of 
Muskogee, passed away  
August 5, 2011.
Miranda Titsworth ‘08, of 
Broken Arrow, passed away 
January 25, 2012.
Stephanie (Vowels) Ishmael 
‘09*, of Broken Arrow, passed 
away January 11, 2012.

* Alumni Association Member
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Class Acts

Dr. Dan Deloache 1934-2012
Dr. Dan DeLoache, who founded the soccer 
program at Northeastern State University 
in 1981 and served as its first head coach, 
passed away on March 14 on his 78th 
birthday.

The home venue of the NSU soccer teams 
was renamed Dr. Dan F. DeLoache Field 
during a ceremony on Oct. 23, 2011.  The 
NSU Foundation has established the Dr. 
Dan DeLoache Field Fund in his memory to 
initially house funds to resurface the field.

DeLoache, a professor in the College of 
Education from 1966 until his retirement in 
2004, served as head coach of the Redmen 
soccer team until 1993, when he handed the 

reins to Brian Elliott. DeLoache continued 
as an administrative assistant within the 
program until he officially retired in 1995.

He is a member of the Northeastern State 
Athletic Hall of Fame and NSU named him 
one of its first 100 Centurions during its 
Founders Day celebrations on March 6, 
2009.

DeLoache was born in Wilburton and 
graduated from Wilburton High School.  He 
earned a bachelor of education degree from 
East Central State College in Ada and his 
master’s and Ph.D. from the University of 
Oklahoma.

For more info about making donations to the 
Dr. Dan DeLoache Field Fund call  
918-458-2413.

Jesse Gailey 1941-2012
Jesse Gailey, a 1964 graduate who 
donated more than $277,000 to support 
Northeastern State University scholarships 
and an endowed professorship, passed away 
on January 16, 2012. He was 70.

Born August 12, 1941, to E.R. and Lela Belle 
Gailey in Blackwell, Jesse Gailey graduated 
from Ochelata High School in 1959. He 
attended NSU from 1960-64, graduating 
with a bachelor's degree in business 
administration. He married Marilyn Sue 
Mitchell on June 16, 1962.

Gailey was president of Totah Telephone 
Co. Inc. from 1966-98 and chaired the 
board of Totah Communications Inc. 
from 1998 until his death. He was past 
president of the Oklahoma Telephone 
Association and the Kansas Telephone 
Association. He was a member of the Kansas 
Telecommunications Hall of Fame and 

Oklahoma Telecommunications Hall of Fame.

Gailey served on the NSU Foundation 
Board of Trustees for 12 years and served 
for 10 years on the board of directors of 
the Washington County Industrial Trust 
Authority. He served 15 years as Secretary 
of Treasury for the Ochelata Recreation 
Club, an organization responsible for 
summer activities for children and youth. He 
also served on the board of directors for the 
Washington County American  
Red Cross.

Survivors include his wife; three sons and 
daughters-in-law Mark and Angie Gailey and 
Matthew Gailey and Kim Gailey of Ochelata, 
and Michael and Jada Gailey of Stillwater; his 
mother Lela of Marshfield, Mo.; brother Shan 
Gailey of Ochelata; sisters Barbara Foster of 
Ochelata and Shawn Adams of Marshfield, 
MO; eleven grandchildren and one great 
grandchild.

Ken Selby 1936-2012
Ken Selby, a 1958 alumnus of Northeastern 
State University who created the Mazzio’s 
pizza restaurant chain, died on May 12 at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.

Selby started his entrepreneurial career with 
a restaurant called the Pizza Parlor in 1961 
in Tulsa after trying his first taste of pizza 
in 1956 as an NSU student visiting Chicago.  
In 1965, he opened a second location and 
changed the name to Ken’s Pizza.

The name was changed again to Mazzio’s 
in the late 1970s after which Selby also 
introduced Zio’s Italian Kitchen and Oliveto 
Italian Bistro.  He remained chair of the 

Mazzio’s Corporation board until his death.  
There are currently 166 Mazzio’s locations in 
10 states.

Selby also volunteered generously.  He 
served as a trustee on the NSU Foundation 
board from 1977-81 and was a member of 
The Salvation Army’s advisory board and on 
Tulsa’s Economic Development Commission.  
He served on the boards of the Hillcrest 
Medical Center Foundation, the Indian 
Nations Council of Boy Scouts, the Tulsa 
Foundation, the Philbrook and Gilcrease 
museums and Holland Hall School.

Born in Milburn in 1936, John Kenneth Selby 
was a graduate of Sapulpa High School.
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Spring Sports Briefs
Northeastern State baseball posted a 
25-24 record this spring under the direc-
tion of first-year head coach Travis Jans-
sen. The RiverHawks won its final three 
games of the year to earn their first win-
ning season in nearly a decade. Mike Stone 
(Pryor senior 3B) led the team in hitting at 
.343, while Chris Gallegos (Albuquerque, 
NM, senior 1B) hit .335 with a team-high six 
HRs. Craig George (Muskogee junior) and 
Trevor Walch (Eufaula junior) logged five 
wins each for NSU.

In softball, NSU logged a 21-25 record. 
The RiverHawks were led in hitting by 
Madison Reed (Muskogee sophomore, OF) 
at .336. Shelbi Bowin (Tahlequah senior, 
SS) hit .317 and led the squad in home runs 
with four. Cayce Coleman (Red Oak junior 
P) hit .310 and won 11 games while record-
ing a team-best 1.69 ERA. Head coach Dee 
Gerlach resigned at season's end to com-
plete work on her Ph.D. after completing 
her 13th season. Gerlach won 234 games 
during her tenure.

Women's tennis struggled to a record 
of 10-9 this season and missed earning 
a berth in the NCAA Division II region-
als. The RiverHawks' premier victory this 
season came against Southwest Baptist 
in February. NSU was one of only two 
regional losses for the Bearcats. Other vic-
tories came against Harding, Delta State, 
Henderson State, Ouachita Baptist, Mis-
souri Western, Northwest Missouri State, 
Our Lady of the Lake and West Georgia.

In golf action, the RiverHawks women's 
team finished No. 8 in the NCAA Division 
II Region 4 Tournament in Phoenix, Ariz. 
The men were No. 15 in the Midwest/South 
Central Super Regional at Jefferson City, 
MO. Neither team, nor any individuals, 
qualified for the NCAA national tourna-
ment this season.

Northeastern State has signed 30 freshman to National Letters of Intent 
on the first official day, according to head coach Kenny Evans.

The RiverHawks, who will become official members of the Mid-America 
Intercollegiate Athletics Association (MIAA) this fall, could ink additional 
commitments.

Among the 2012 recruiting class are 22 incoming freshmen from 
Oklahoma, six from Texas and two from Arkansas. Several signees had 
prep experience on both sides of the ball. Offensively, NSU signed nine 
wide receivers, seven offensive linemen, five running backs, three tight 
ends and three quarterbacks. On defense, it inked nine defensive backs, six 
defensive linemen and five linebackers.

Additionally, Northeastern State has seven mid-term transfers who are 
already on campus this spring. This class includes two offensive linemen, a 
wide receiver and four defensive linemen.

"This is a tremendously talented recruiting class and the level of each 
of our signees has increased exponentially in the past couple of years," 
said Evans. "We were able to be selective on who we recruited because 
of the number of student-athletes who expressed interest in coming to 
Northeastern State. Word has definitely gotten around that our football 
program is back on the right track and this great institution really sells 
itself."

"Our faculty and staff that assisted us in the recruiting process helped 
tell the story of our wonderful community and why NSU is such a special 
place. All of our coaches did an outstanding job of locating who we believe 
are the best fit for the future of RiverHawks football. They did a tireless 
job of identifying student-athletes with talent, character and commitment."

www.nsuok.edu/news/story/1634/default.aspx
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Football welcomes signees

NSU RIVERHAWKS FOOTBALL 2012

GORIVERHAWKSGO.COM
Check website for the current times.

Aug. 30  Pittsburg St.  6:00 PM 
Sep. 8  at MO Southern St.   6:00 PM 
Sep. 15  at Washburn  6:00 PM 
Sep. 22  Emporia St.   6:00 PM 
Sep. 29  at Northwest MO St.   1:00 PM 
Oct. 6  MO Western St.   2:00 PM 
 Homecoming 
Oct. 20  Central MO   2:00 PM 
Oct. 27  at Southwest Baptist   1:00 PM 
Nov. 3  Lincoln (MO)  2:00 PM 
Nov. 10  at Central Oklahoma   1:00 PM 
Home games in bold.
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Northeastern State inducted four individuals into its 
Athletic Hall of Fame during a ceremony in the Herb 
Rozell Ballroom in the NSU University Center on 
Saturday, February 18.

Enshrined as Class XXVII were: John Higginbotham, L.D. 
Lawson, (posthumously) Wiley Ryal and Paul Steininger.

The inductees were nominated by their peers and 
approved by the Hall of Fame Selection Committee. The 
Athletic Hall of Fame is the highest honor bestowed on 
former student-athletes, coaches and other individuals 
who have brought distinction and honor to the university 
while they were at NSU.

John Higginbotham graduated from Northeastern State 
University in 1983. He was a three-year letter winner for 
the Redmen football team in 1980, 1981 and 1982 and 
earned All-Oklahoma Intercollegiate Conference honors 
in 1981 and 1982. Higginbotham also was selected as an 
NAIA All-American in 1981 and 1982. Following graduation 
in 1983, he was drafted by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers of 
the National Football League and later signed as a free 
agent and played for the Denver Broncos in 1984.

L.D. Lawson graduated from Northeastern State 

University in 1967. He was a three-year letter winner 
for the Redmen in baseball in 1964, 1965 and 1966. 
Lawson was an All-Oklahoma Collegiate Conference 
selection in 1964 and helped the Redmen to conference 
championships in 1964 and 1965. He also was a member 
of the teams which won regional championship in 1964 
and 1965, while also representing the university as an 
Area 2 finalist in back-to-back seasons in 1964 and 1965. 
Now deceased, the high school all-stater from Sapulpa 
was recently honored when the school district renamed 
its baseball facility L.D. Lawson Field.

Wiley Ryal graduated from Northeastern State University 
in 1964 with a bachelor's degree, then earned his 
master's degree from Northeastern State in 1970. A four-
year letter winner for the Redmen in basketball, Ryal was 
the team's leading rebounder in 1962, 1963 and 1964. He 
also served as co-captain in 1962 and 1964. In addition 
to his rebounding prowess, Ryal was one of the leading 
scorers on the 1962, 1963 and 1964 NSU squads. His 
play on the court earned him First Team All-Oklahoma 
Collegiate Conference in 1963 and 1964. 

Paul Steininger graduated from Northeastern State 
University in 1976. A Sunkist All-American in high school, 
Steininger was a member of the Redmen football 
teams in 1973 and 1974. He excelled as an offensive 
lineman and earned First Team All-Oklahoma Collegiate 
Conference honors in 1973 and First Team All-Oklahoma 
Intercollegiate Conference accolades in 1974 when 
the league was renamed. Steininger later signed as a 
free agent with the Cleveland Browns of the National 
Football League.

The group was introduced to fans attending the 
NSU vs. Lindenwood basketball game on Saturday 
afternoon as well.

After a one-year hiatus without a 
conference home, Northeastern 
State is gearing up to enter 
the Mid-America Intercollegiate 
Athletics Association (MIAA)  
this fall.

Considered one of the nation's 
premier NCAA Division II 
conferences, the MIAA, based in 
Kansas City, MO, is a 16-member 
league with institutions in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and 
Nebraska. All 10 of NSU's varsity 
intercollegiate athletic teams will 
compete for championships this 
year under the MIAA banner.

The MIAA expanded from 12 
to 16 schools last year and the 

four new schools will become 
official members in July. Joining 
Northeastern State are newcomers 
Central Oklahoma, Nebraska-
Kearney and Lindenwood (St. 
Charles, MO). The other MIAA 
institutions are: Central Missouri 

(Warrensburg, MO); Emporia State 
(Emporia, KS); Fort Hays State 
(Hays, KS); Lincoln (Jefferson 
City, MO); Missouri Southern State 
(Joplin, MO); Missouri Western 
State (St. Joseph, MO); Northwest 
Missouri State (Maryville, MO); 
Pittsburg State (Pittsburg, KS); 
Southwest Baptist (Bolivar, MO); 
Truman State (Kirksville, MO); and 
Washburn (Topeka, KS).

NSU's first MIAA conference game 
will occur on Thursday, Aug. 30., 
when the RiverHawks open the 
2012 football campaign at home 
against defending NCAA Division 
II national champion Pittsburg 
State. Kickoff at Wadley Stadium in 
Tahlequah is slated for 6:00 p.m.

athletiCs

HOF inducts Class XXVII

NSU moves to the MIAA 
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812 N. Cedar Ave.
Tahlequah, OK 74464-2399
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