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End of an Era: 
Field house hosts final game



I want to thank you for making Northeastern 
State University your alma mater. We are 
committed to advancing our academic programs, 
athletic programs, and our overall reputation 
in ways that invite and encourage you to stay 
connected. If you have not connected with your 
NSU Family in a while, let me strongly encourage 
you to come home again. Daniel Johnson, Director 
of Alumni Services, is a great point person to 
contact. He can explain to you all the ways to 
get involved in the great things happening at 
NSU. We are a great university with locations in 
three supportive and progressive communities—
Tahlequah, Broken Arrow, and Muskogee.

On a personal note, Penny and I have enjoyed 
meeting many of you at events across the state. 
Over the past 15 months we have enjoyed learning 
so much about the storied history of NSU. The 
future is bright because of what so many have 
done over the years to provide leadership and 
access to quality educational programs in northeast 
Oklahoma. We are impressed with the level of 
commitment of the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and the Foundation Board. Thank you 
for making us feel so welcome.  We are honored to 
serve.

Due to space limitations I want to highlight 
only four of the amazing things taking place at 
NSU. As you drive along Grand Avenue toward 
Doc Wadley Stadium the construction of the 
$14.4 million multipurpose event center is moving 
forward. We anticipate occupancy of the facility 
in September 2013. Due to the support of the 
voters of Tahlequah, NSU will receive $1.5 
million of a $21 million bond package to construct 
a community space as part of the center. The 
community space was part of the original design 
but institutional funds were not available until 
the voters supported the initiative put forward 
by the Mayor and City Council. This space will 
provide breakout rooms for a variety of events and 
programs.  

A second game changer for NSU is the 
Campus Master Plan (page 24). We are in phase 
two of the 15-month study which includes spatial 
analysis, environmental scan, academic program 
trends, and facility utilization.  The Master Plan 
process includes all stakeholders in Tahlequah, 

Broken Arrow, and Muskogee. To review current 
information about the Master Plan, visit  
www.nsuok.edu/masterplan.

We are expanding academic programs. Thanks 
to a generous donation of $200,000 from Jesse and 
Marilyn Gailey, we will be starting an occupational 
therapy program at the Muskogee location in 
January 2014. Although Jesse passed away in 
January 2012, his wife Marilyn wanted to continue 
their tradition of supporting NSU. We will admit 
20 students per year in the 81-hour master’s 
program. 

At the Broken Arrow location, we will soon 
begin renovations to make way for the Lesley L. 
Walls Low Vision Clinic. This low vision program 
is a natural extension of our Oklahoma College 
of Optometry. Thanks to each of you who have 
contributed and are contributing to this endeavor.

Lastly, the campus is preparing a succinct 
roadmap for growth through a plan titled NSU 
Destination 2023: A 10-year roadmap of distinction 
through degree completion (page 14). The plan 
will serve as a guide to improve retention and 
graduation rates. Our base goal is to have a total 
enrollment of 11,000 students by the fall 2023 
semester. This should enable us to meet Governor 
Fallin’s Complete College America challenge to 
produce 67 percent more degrees and certificates 
by May 2024. For NSU, our goal is to have 660 
more persons walk across the stage at the May 2024 
Commencement. This means we will have 660 
more alums per year who will call NSU their alma 
mater.

In closing, I need to congratulate the coaches 
and teams on their success in the MIAA 
Conference.  Come and watch your favorite 
RiverHawk team compete. On behalf of the 
faculty, staff and students, let me invite you to be 
an active member of the Alumni Association. We 
need and appreciate your support.

Sincerely,

Dr. Steve Turner, President
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Northeastern's Destination 2023 initiative provides the 
framework for how NSU will move to a base scale enrollment of 
11,000 students by 2023. Details on page 14
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Final games held at  
Jack Dobbins Field House

farewell
TO AN

era
It was storybook. It was bittersweet. 

It was a celebration and a conclusion.
It was the night Northeastern State 

University said goodbye to Jack Dobbins 
Field House.

Home to Northeastern basketball 
since 1954, Dobbins Field House is 
now retired as a varsity venue. The 
RiverHawks begin play this fall at the 
new $14.4 million multipurpose event 
center under construction on the north-
west corner of North Street and North 
Grand Avenue.

The Dobbins finale on Feb. 27 
included a video tribute to the venue, the 
honoring of seniors playing their final 
home games for NSU, and a 10th anni-
versary remembrance of the 2003 NCAA 
Division II National Championship 
men’s basketball team.

One alumnus who volunteered to 
attend the final games at Dobbins was 
Tulsa World reporter Jimmie Tramel.

On his beats, Tramel spends foot-
ball game days with Oklahoma State 
University and basketball seasons with 
Oral Roberts University. He hadn’t been 
back to NSU in more than 20 years.

“This is one of those happenings 
when you want to be here,” he said. “A lot 
of people who hadn’t been back in a long 
time returned to be part of this – I wasn’t 
the only one. I thought it was good to 
close the place with some nostalgia. 
Dobbins was closed the right way.”

Certainly Dobbins himself was feel-
ing nostalgic as he was introduced at cen-
ter court during the festivities. The man 
known as much for his steadiness as his 
generosity was nearly overcome as cheers 
from a crowd spanning four generations 
– some who knew him as a student, as a 
coach, as an athletic director, or current 
students who regard him as “Mr. NSU.”

Perhaps there have been Mr. NSUs in 
the past, but Dobbins is the undisputed 
Mr. NSU of today.  

After graduating from NSU in 1951, 
Dobbins coached basketball at Haskell, 
Shidler and Tahlequah high schools 
before returning to NSU as head coach 

in 1958. During three 
coaching stints with the 
Redmen he compiled 
a 311-206 record and 
his 1967-68 and 1971-
72 teams reached the 
National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
national tournament. 
In 1969, he was named athletic director, 
performing the duties while chairing the 
health and physical education department 
and teaching classes.

His final campaign as coach of 
Redmen basketball was in 1980-81. He 
left physical education in 1989 and retired 
as athletic director on Dec. 31, 1993.

He was named to the Oklahoma 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
in 1987 and the NAIA Hall of Fame 
in 1988. In 1968, Dobbins was 
Northeastern’s Teacher of the Year and 
Tahlequah’s Citizen of the Year. In 2009, 
he and his late wife Zula Belle were 
named inaugural Centurions by NSU. 

A name of such stature would be per-
fect if one were to rename Redmen Field 
House in 1993 – and one might ambush 
the man bearing the name.

“I was not involved with the renam-
ing,” Dobbins said. “I was not consulted 
or asked or anything. I had just retired 
to take care of my wife who had become 
ill.”

Former NSU President W. Roger 
Webb led the push to rename the build-
ing, and it might be said that no one 
cared what Jack thought. They probably 
had a good idea anyway.

“When he was named to the NAIA 
Hall of Fame, the university was to pres-
ent a green jacket to Dobbins, and he 
didn’t want to go to the game,” said Doug 
Quinn, former NSU sports information 
director. “He just didn’t want a bunch of 
attention called to him in the middle of 
the court at halftime. He always says he 
owes the university more. As someone 
who worked with him, I say no. I say we 
owe him.”

The venue’s curtain call drew many 

former players back. Among them were 
three members of the 2003 national title 
team: Justin Barkley, Shon Robinson, and 
Shiloh Shores.

“We never lost at Dobbins during the 
championship season,” said Barkley, now 
the men’s basketball coach at Rogers State 
University. “This was always a very dif-
ficult environment for the visiting team. 
Even on a Saturday afternoon, you had to 
get here way early to find a seat. I under-
stand the new event center is needed, but 
it will be hard to duplicate this atmo-
sphere.”

Robinson, now living in Baton Rouge, 
LA, said he hadn’t stopped missing bas-
ketball since his last game with NSU.

“What we saw tonight was a normal 
setting 10 years ago,” he said. “The stu-
dent body was loud and that is what is so 
good about Dobbins. The fans are right 
on top of you. Being here brought back 
a lot of memories. Watching the fans 
go crazy, it reminded me of when we 
played.”

Mickey Replogle and Wes Hayes, who 
played for NSU in the early 1990s, said 
the compact field house complemented 
the campus atmosphere.

“Everybody knew everybody,” said 
Hayes, who played for his uncle Ken 
Hayes while at NSU. “You either went 
to high school with someone or you 
remembered playing against them. You 
knew the students in the stands.”

Replogle also recalled the enjoyment 
of attending NSU under the “phenom-
enal leadership” of Jack Dobbins.

“As athletic director, he worked hard 
to create an environment where it was 
hard to fail,” Replogle said. “He was 
always on top of things.”

Ken Hayes, a 1956 NSU alumnus, 

By D. Sean Rowley
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returned to coach the men’s team in 1983 
after coaching at Bacone, New Mexico State, 
Tulsa and Oral Roberts.

“Coaching in this place for 14 years was a 
fun experience for me,” he said. “It was also 
great to work for Jack Dobbins. What was 
always most important was to put a team on 
the floor that represented Northeastern State 
well. Jack is the face of NSU and rightfully 
so.”

Ken added that when he was first hired 
at TU, he asked Dobbins to be his assistant. 
Dobbins didn’t want to leave NSU.

The decision to stay may have surprised 
some at the time, but after a lifetime of 
dedication to the university it is apparent 
that Dobbins and Northeastern forged an 
unbreakable bond.

He has watched generations of young men 
and women run the field house court, walk 
campus and attain their degrees while offer-
ing them every assistance. He coached some 
of the greatest players ever to wear the Green 
and White. He watched his grandson, Luke 
Dobbins, work as a ball boy and shoot baskets 
during halftimes of NSU games 20-plus years 
ago.

Surely it must be difficult for its namesake 
to let go of Jack Dobbins Field House, but he 
is mindful that all of us let go of some senti-
mental favorites as the years pass.

“It was a nostalgic year,” he said. “This has 
been a great home for me and my family. My 
boys grew up in that field house and on this 
campus. But everything moves on and I’m 
aware of that. It is another era and another 
time, but I am thankful for so many pleasant 
memories. The new facility is needed and a 
great addition to our campus and the city of 
Tahlequah.”

On their last night in Dobbins Field 
House, the women’s team defeated Central 
Oklahoma 64-58. At the scorer’s table during 
halftime of the men’s game, cheerleader Erin 
Hollingsworth said yes to senior Eric Swaim’s 
proposal of marriage.

The men dominated the overtime period 
to triumph over UCO 83-71. Official atten-
dance was announced at 1,224 in the 1,000-
seat venue. After the final buzzer, the students 
stormed the floor.

“Northeastern has meant everything to 
me over the years,” Dobbins said. “When 
I hitchhiked here to go to school, it was a 
great turning point in my life. I received a 
great education and I was influenced by great 
people. Most importantly, I met my wife Zula 
Belle. I give a lot of talks to young people and 
I emphasize three points: follow God’s rules, 
follow man’s rules, and give 100 percent effort 
to any endeavor in which you are involved. 
Do those things and you’re going to end up 
with a pretty good life.”

IMPRINTS  >>  5



A
lu

M
n

i N
e

w
s

Future RiverHawks Program
The Alumni Association invites you to introduce your 
children or grandchildren to the history and traditions of 
Northeastern State University. The RiverHawk Legacy 
program is for children from birth to 16 years of age. 
Enrolled children will become acquainted with NSU and 
will feel welcomed as part of the NSU family.

The RiverHawk Legacy program is available exclusively 
for annual dues-paying or lifetime Alumni Association 
members. Throughout their early years, beginning as an 

infant and at ages 5, 8, 12, & 16, legacies will receive free 
RiverHawk branded gifts mailed to the address of the 
Alumni Association member that registered the legacy. 

If you are a paid annual or lifetime member and would 
like to participate, please email the Alumni Association 
at alumni@nsuok.edu. If you are not a member, you 
will receive RiverHawk Legacy program registration 
information in your membership packet after you sign up 
for the Alumni Association. 

What’s in it for me? 
It is an age-old ques-
tion, but one that is asked 
more directly in the age of 
consumerism and instant 
gratification. It is a question 
most business enterprises 
ought to have an answer 
for when asked by a poten-
tial customer. This stands 
equally true for the NSU 
Alumni Association. 

When I ask someone to consider joining the Alumni 
Association as a first-time paid member, it is not un-
common for them to ask about the benefits. In other 
words, “what’s in it for me?” A fair inquiry.

What alumni are really seeking is value. Everyday, 
we in the alumni office are working to enhance the 
value for Alumni Association members. Not a board 
meeting goes by when a director does not ask “how 
does this benefit members?”

It is imperative that the Alumni Association not 
only deliver value but also communicate that value and 
what it means for the alumni community. Often, we 
focus on member value, striving to continually grow 
and retain Alumni Association members. And while the 
Alumni Association exists to serve the entire alumni 
community, it is through membership dues that the 
organization receives much of its funding to deliver 
services and programming that keep NSU alumni con-
nected and engaged.

So what is in it for members? In nearly all cases, 
members receive discounted event tickets. For every-
thing from Homecoming and Emerald Ball to area 
sporting events (think OKC Thunder, Tulsa Drillers) 
and cultural entertainment (think The Lion King, 

Wicked, The Nutcracker), members receive tickets 
often as much as 30 percent cheaper than box office 
prices. Members often enjoy discounts on everyday 
products and services offered by NSU’s own alumni 
(think the A2A program). And of course, there is this 
very magazine you are reading now—an exclusive perk 
of Alumni Association membership.

The biggest value we have learned from our mem-
bers, however, comes from the sense of pride and con-
nection to Northeastern. Overwhelmingly, this is why 
NSU’s alumni join. There is something disproportion-
ately powerful in a window decal or an ID card that 
says “I am an NSU Alumni Association member.”

You may be wondering why I am sharing these 
thoughts with you. After all, the fact that you received 
this issue of Imprints would suggest you understand 
the value of being an Alumni Association member. 
Here is why I am sharing: Current members are our 
best spokespeople.

I invite you to share with those in your NSU circles 
what’s in it for them to support the NSU Alumni As-
sociation as a member. Your appeal has a more mean-
ingful impact than a post card or email from the alumni 
office. Whether it is the money you saved to attend 
Homecoming or to park at Fine Airport Parking or the 
simple pride you feel when you see an NSU billboard, 
please share with your fellow alumni your own NSU 
Alumni Association membership value story. 

See you soon!
 

Daniel Johnson
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Alumni Board Welcomes New Leadership, Directors
Stephen Highers accepted the gavel as 
the Alumni Association’s new president, 
and will serve through the end of 2014. 
He takes over as president from Becky 
Gore whose term expired in December.

Looking forward to his tenure, Highers 
said “My vision for the NSU Alumni 
Association is to increase the level 
of value our alumni place on being a 
member of the Alumni Association. I 
want the NSU Alumni Association to 
be the bridge that links them to thou-
sands of other alumni.” Highers will 
also continue efforts to expose NSU’s 
students to the Alumni Association 
by strengthening the Future Alumni 
Network (the Alumni Association’s 
student outreach organization). 

Highers, ’05, is the Entrepreneur 
Development Manager for the Chero-
kee Nation’s Small Business Assistance 
Center. He has been a member of the 
board since 2007.

Barbara Abercrombie, ’93, a board 
member since 2008, was elected by the 
board to serve as vice president. She is 

the associate vice chancellor for human 
resources at the University of Arkansas 
in Fayetteville.

Joining the board under this leadership 
are four new board members. 

Lindsey Flatt, ’11, a guidance special-
ist for Educational Talent Search at 
NSUBA, holds a bachelor of science in 
elementary education from NSU. While 
attending NSU, she was active and 
served in leadership roles with Alpha 
Sigma Alpha, the President’s Leader-
ship Class and Rookie Bridge Camp, and 
was named an Outstanding Freshmen 
and Outstanding Senior.

Mickie Coxen Taylor, ’94, of Mickie 
Taylor Legislative Consulting, holds 
a bachelor of science in biology from 
NSU. She also earned a master's of 
public health with an environmental 
science emphasis from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1999. She is vice president 
of government relations for the Broken 
Arrow Area Chamber of Commerce, 
executive director of the Oklahoma 
Coalition for Balanced Energy, and 

serves on the board of directors for 
youth Services of Tulsa.

Anna knight, executive director of 
Commerce with the Cherokee Nation, 
earned bachelor’s degrees in account-
ing and business administration in 1986 
and an MBA in 1993. She has served 
on a number of boards including the 
Northeast Oklahoma Rural Alliance 
Board, Tahlequah City of Firsts Leader-
ship Team, and Oklahoma Native Assets 
Coalition Leadership Team. She served 
as the president of the Tahlequah 
Chamber of Commerce in 2012 and is a 
graduate of Leadership Tahlequah Class 
XV.

John Cox is in his 19th year as Peggs 
Public School superintendent. He 
earned his bachelor’s in Math Education 
in 1985 and a master’s in counseling in 
1989. Prior to administration, he was 
a classroom teacher at Wyandotte, 
Jay and Locust Grove Public Schools. 
He serves with numerous educational 
organizations and committees.

NSU Alumni Association launches new online community
Northeastern State Univer-
sity alumni can now remain 
more closely connected to 
their alma mater through 
its alumni Internet site, The 
Green and White Network 
Online Community.

Alumni can visit the same 
address, nsualumni.com, to 
see the enhanced website 
which eases navigation 
and provides information 
about Alumni Association 
membership, programs, 
resources and news.

"In this age of social 
networks we wanted to offer 
an online platform that is 
customized to our alumni 
community's needs," said 
Daniel Johnson, director 
of alumni relations. "The 
Green and White Network 
Online provides that, and 

the personalization starts 
once an alumnus registers 
an account."

To create an account, 
visitors will first need to 
request their unique online 
ID. Once an account is set 
up, Johnson encourages 
alumni to log in during each 
visit to enjoy customized 
content, purchase tickets 
more easily and buy or 
renew their Alumni Associa-
tion membership.

"When they log in to the 
community they can search 
for and reach out to old 
roommates, classmates or 
maybe even an old flame," 
said Johnson. "They can 
update their account to 
include job information or 
share vacation or family 
pictures. Let's say a logged-

in visitor is an Alumni Asso-
ciation member. They will 
automatically receive their 
discounted ticket price if 
they are buying tickets to  
an event. They'll be able 
to take a look at the latest 
edition of Imprints online, 
or they can renew their 
membership with just a few 
mouse clicks."

The home page includes 
a calendar of upcoming 
Alumni Association events 
in the lower left corner  
and tickets can be 
purchased at the site. 
Updated information about 
the annual Homecoming 
activities and Emerald Ball is 
also available.

Under the "Alumni 
Programs" menu, alumni 
may nominate deserving 

candidates for the Alumni 
Association awards of 
Distinguished Alumnus 
or Outstanding young 
Alumnus. Children and 
grandchildren of alumni may 
apply for the Alumni Associ-
ation Legacy Scholarship for 
incoming freshmen. Benefits 
through corporate partner-
ships are also outlined.

Resources for members 
include an alumni directory, 
permanent email accounts 
and job search support from 
the Office of Career Servic-
es. Requests for transcripts 
and diplomas may be made.

For more information visit 
nsualumni.com or call 
918-458-2143.

AluMni News
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>> SNAPSHOTS
If you have photos you would like to submit, contact the 
Office of Alumni Services at
918-458-2143, email alumni@nsuok.edu, or  
mail to 812 n. Cedar ave.,tahlequah, OK 74464.

'Hotel Rwanda' humanitarian Paul Rusesabagina, 
Jan & Larry Adair ‘69

Joe Ethridge 
’53 & ‘59, 
Andy Quetone, 
and George 
Elliott ‘55 at 
the Green  
& White  
Golf Classic

NSU Alumni OkC 
Thunder Night

View from the 
Thunder Box at 
NSU Alumni OkC 
Thunder Night

President Steve Turner & 
First Lady Penny Turner

Jeff Walker ’87 & ’88, 
Michael Turner ’91 & ’98, 
Diane (Sarey) Walker ’88 & 
’91, and Lisa (Bowers) 
Turner ’98 & ‘99

kelly Lankford  
& Dawn 
Weygandt '09 

Jimmy Houston ’66 &  
Mary (Munn) Battenfield ‘60

Gene Amlin ’84 & ’92 & 
Jack kaufman 
Outstanding Senior 
DeAnn Amlin ‘12

IMPRINTS  >>  8



Pam Williams, Janet Bahr, and 
Larry Williams

Earl and Susie Williams

Raymond Ford ’60 & 
Lynn Burris ’60 & ‘62

Mitzi Reasor, Tanya Wilson ’88, 
Tommye Wright, Patti Hale, 
Teresa Burson ‘03

George Elliott ’55, Joe Gilbert ’54 
& ’70, and Bob Roberts ‘63

Outstanding  
Seniors

2013 
1st Column
Devin Basinger 
McAlester, 
Elementary Education

Morgan Bozone 
Oakhurst,  
Speech-Language 
Pathology

Erielle Buckmaster 
Muskogee,  
Developmental Psychology 
Photo Unavailable

Lauren Davey 
Claremore,  
Math Education

Megan Edmonds 
Inola,  
English

2nd Column
Sarah Fletcher 
Muskogee,  
Hospitality & Tourism 
Management

Christie Fullerton 
Colcord,  
Psychology

Cale Fulps 
Broken Arrow,  
Cellular Biology

kaelyn Grant 
Tahlequah,  
Psychology & Legal Studies

Whitney McAteer 
Jenks,  
Speech-Language 
Pathology

3rd Column
Daniellle Lansford 
Broken Arrow,  
Information Systems

Sophia Price 
Moore,  
Psychology

Michael Pugliese 
Broken Arrow 
Marketing

Diamond Urbano 
Tulsa,  
Psychology
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‘Hotel Rwanda’ 
humanitarian  
gives lecture
Internationally renowned 
humanitarian Paul 
Rusesabagina, whose efforts to 
save lives during the Rwandan 
genocide were recounted in 
the 2004 film Hotel Rwanda, 
delivered the Larry Adair 
Lectureship at Northeastern 
State University on March 26. 

“NSU’s mission is to empower 
individuals to become socially-
responsible global citizens,” 
said Peggy Glenn, executive 
director of the NSU Foundation, 
which sponsored the event. 
“Most of our students do not 
have the means to travel to 
another country or continent, 
so we brought an international 
figure to Tahlequah to share his 
experiences and why we need 
to be aware of things that go on 
halfway around the world.”

The Rwandan Civil War, virtu-
ally ignored by the outside 
world, was sparked when the 
plane of President Juvénal 
Habyarimana, a Hutu, was 
shot down on approach to 
the Rwandan capital of kigali 
on April 6, 1994. Over the 
next 100 days, Hutu militias, 
or Interahamwe, killed about 
800,000 Tutsis, political oppo-
nents and “moderate” Hutus.

Called “Africa’s Oskar 
Schindler” by some, 
Rusesabagina used his leverage 
and contacts as a hotel manag-
er in kigali to shelter 1,268 Tutsi 
refugees during the genocide.

Centurion honors  
conferred on 10
As part of Founders Day 2013 at 
Northeastern State University, 10 names 
were added to the roll of NSU Centurions. 
Founders Day commemorates the day 
the Oklahoma legislature purchased the 
Cherokee National Female Seminary and 
created the Northeastern State Normal 
School on March 6, 1909.

An annual honor established during 
the 2009 Centennial Founders Day 
Celebration, Centurions are people associ-
ated with NSU—alumni, faculty, staff and 
students, whether past or present—who 
impacted the life of the nominator, the 
Northeastern community or the public  
at large.

The 2013 Centurions were honored dur-
ing a special luncheon on March 6 in the 
University Center ballroom. 

The Centurions for 2013 are:

•	Dr. Dan Glasgow *

•	Dr. John Hackler *

•	Jay Hannah 

•	Dr. Diana 
Mashburn 

•	Caitlyn Mathis *

•	Patricia Presley 

•	ken Rivas 

•	Dr. Ron Schaefer 

•	Dr. J. Ross 
Underwood *

•	Dr. Diane  
Janice Willis

  
 * deceased

To see a complete list of the past 
Centurions, visit  
www.nsuok.edu/CenturionNomination/NSUCenturions.aspx.
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Houston reels in crowd 
for lecture
Internationally famous angler Jimmy 
Houston delivered the Battenfield-Carletti 
Distinguished Entrepreneur Lecture on 
Feb. 13. Houston, often called “America’s 
Favorite Fisherman,” gained national 
acclaim through his national television 
show Jimmy Houston Outdoors on NBC 
Sports Outdoors. Since winning the 
Oklahoma State Championship as a 
Northeastern senior in 1966, Houston  
has posted winnings of over $1 million in 
bass tournaments.

Established in 2002 through the NSU 
Foundation by Dr. Harold Battenfield and 
the lateDr. John Carletti, the Battenfield-
Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur 
Lecture Series invites NSU alumni to 
campus to share their entrepreneurial 
experiences with students.

For more information call the NSU 
Foundation at 918-458-2143.

Occupational Therapy Program receives $200k gift
Thanks to a generous gift of 
$200,000 from Northeastern State 
University alumni Jesse and Marilyn 
Gailey, NSU-Muskogee will open a 
multifunctional living skills teaching 
laboratory. University officials, mem-
bers of the Gailey family, Muskogee 
community members and allied health 
partners gathered for the announce-
ment March 1.

The keystone of Northeastern’s new 
occupational therapy program, the 
lab will allow master’s degree candi-
dates to further their occupational 

therapy skills in a real-world environ-
ment. The living skills lab will have 
all the comforts of home—a kitchen, 
bathroom, bedroom and washer/dryer 
for students to practice their skills. 
The occupational therapy program is 
scheduled to begin in January 2014 
with 20 students.

“We are pleased to be able to make 
this kind of donation,” said Mark 
Gailey, son of Marilyn and Jesse. “I 
know my father would be very happy.”  
A 1964 graduate of NSU, Jesse 
Gailey was the president of Totah 

Telephone Co. Inc. from 1966-1998 
and served as chair the board of 
Totah Communications until his death 
in 2012. He served as a member of the 
NSU Foundation Board for 12 years.

“Occupational therapists help people 
be as independent as possible. We see 
people across the lifespan—from 6 
months to 99 years old,” said Dr. Judy 
Melvin, NSU Occupational Therapy 
Program Director.

For more information on 
Northeastern’s OT program, contact 
Dr. Judy Melvin at 918-444-5232.
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(l-r) Dr. Tobi Thompson and WWII veteran Ed Bray visit with Ernie Loganbill of kansas. Loganbill presented Bray with a hand-carved walking stick that he made for the 
veteran after being inspired by his literacy story on CBS news.

Wadley Center improves literacy of 89-year-old veteran
For adults, the basic skills 
of reading were achieved 
in days so bygone that we 
may barely remember how 
it occurred: the long hours 
of learning the alphabet, 
sounding out letters, then 
syllables, then whole words, 
then the years it took to 
go from spluttering over 
“Dick and Jane” to silently 
absorbing “The Outsiders” 
or Harry Potter. It is a long 
educational process.

In a lifetime now spanning 
89 years, Cookson resident 
Ed Bray had not completed 
the process.

“I never could read very 
much,” he said. “I made 
myself learn to read cans 
in stores or recognize signs 
with pictures or symbols. 
But I couldn’t read the 
directions on the back of 
the cans. People ask how I 
made it – how I held jobs.”

Hearing Bray recount his 
life, it seems improbable 
that he could hide his 
disability for so long.

He landed at Normandy 
on D-Day as a military 
policeman whose unit was 
tasked with collecting the 
dead. Later he was pressed 
into front-line combat with 
the 94th Infantry Division 
as a replacement. He was 
awarded a Bronze Star 
“for being in battle” and 
two Purple Hearts – one 
for a wounded knee in 
Normandy and another for 
a life-threatening wound 
at Surbourg in the Alsace 
region of France.

After the war, Bray spent 
most of his civilian career 
working at Tinker Air Force 
Base in Oklahoma City. He 
moved to Cookson upon his 
retirement in 1982.

But Bray conceals nothing 
now. Dr. Tobi Thompson, 
director of the Capitola 
“Cappi” Wadley Center for 
Reading and Technology at 
NSU, began tutoring him 
in October 2012. In late 
February, he read his first 
book by himself.

The George Washington 
biography was written 
for third-graders, but 
completing it marked Bray’s 
escape from a maddening 
maze of dead-end efforts 
to become literate. He had 
sought help with his reading 
skills, but other tutors 
either quit or declined due 
to his age, or Bray himself 
became frustrated.

Thompson, an NSU alumna 
with 19 years of teaching 
experience, said frustration 
is routine for adults with 
poor reading skills.

After so many 
disappointments Bray was 
reluctant, but the death of 
his wife Margaret in 2009 
left nobody in the home to 
help him read. He wanted to 
do something constructive 
with his time, and his 
children were supportive.

The inspirational account of 
a war veteran determined 
to overcome illiteracy at 
age 89 has resonated 
beyond Tahlequah and 
Cherokee County. His 
story appeared on the CBS 

Evening News segment 
“On the Road With Steve 
Hartman” on March 1, and 
on Tulsa and Oklahoma 
City TV newscasts. The 
Huffington Post, MSN and 
other outlets as distant as 
Scotland picked up  
the story.

During his interview with 
CBS, Bray told viewers “Get 
in there and learn, baby, 
now! ‘Cause you ain’t gonna 
learn in that pine box.” The 
Wadley Center is printing 
Bray’s advice on T-shirts.

Thompson said the Wadley 
Center will always require 
outside financial support 
to fulfill its mission and 
asked interested parties 
to contact Peggy Glenn of 
the NSU Foundation. Glenn 
can be reached at 918-458-
2143 for information about 
donating to the center.

“The work of the Wadley 
Center is particularly 
worthwhile,” Thompson 
said. “There are few if any 
skills in life that make a 
greater difference than the 
ability to read.”
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NSU named ‘with distinction’ to 
President’s Community Service Honor Roll
For the fourth 
consecutive year, 
the Corporation 
for National and 
Community Service 
has named NSU 
to the President’s 
Higher Education 
Community 
Service Honor 
Roll. Additionally, 
Northeastern was named to the 
Honor Roll with Distinction. Seven 
other Oklahoma universities were 
placed on the roll, but NSU was the 
only institution named “with dis-
tinction.”

“I hope this recognition brings 
awareness to NSU’s strong com-
mitment to community and civic 
engagement,” said Dr. Laura Boren, 
vice president for student affairs.

NSU has multiple service programs 
that enrich the community around 
it. The programs submitted for con-
sideration for the honor roll were 
the Martin Luther king Jr. Day of 
Service, the President’s Leadership 
Class Oaks Indian Mission Program, 

the Fall Festival 
Halloween Carnival, the 
NSU Reading Clinic, 
the hosting of students 
from Tulsa’s knowledge 
is Power Program and 
the NSU Math Clinic.

“Service experiences 
empower students to 
create positive change,” 

said Boren. “Service experiences 
also build leadership skills. I believe 
that it is vital for all our students 
to engage in service because of the 
personal growth that occurs as a 
result of serving.”

Community service and projects 
also generate greater involvement 
for students on campus. Boren said 
students become more engaged in 
learning and with NSU, which results 
in positive experiences with and pos-
itive attitudes about Northeastern.

NSU’s commitment to service,  
and teaching the value of service  
to its students, has created a cam-
pus environment that receives 
national recognition.

NSU alumna named 
Principal of the Year
Northeastern alumna, Theresa kiger, 
principal at Roy Clark Elementary 
School, has been named the 2013-2014 
Oklahoma Elementary Principal of  
the year. 

kiger received a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education with an early 
childhood emphasis and a master’s 
degree in educational leadership  
from NSU.

Roy Clark Elementary is part of 
the Tulsa Area Community Schools 
Initiative. Community schools develop 
partnerships between the school and 
its local community by providing not 
only academics to its students, but also 
social and health development pro-
grams to the community.  

Dr. Stephan Sargent, assistant profes-
sor of reading and literature at NSU, 
said kiger is instrumental in the prepa-
ration of teachers at NSUBA in the 
reading program. 

“She is actively involved in the READ 
4063 course and has provided space 
weekly to us for our students for the 
past nine years,” said Sargent.

kiger said she absolutely loves her  
NSU students.

“Having NSU students here, talking 
about current research, builds such a 
huge bridge between the actual class-
room and the work we do when we go 
to college,” said kiger. “Clark is such a 
diverse school with so many different 
levels of literacy, no matter what age 
the child is. Each NSU student is able to 
work with each child.”

kiger said she has already committed 
to hiring two teacher candidate interns 
to join the Roy Clark staff next fall. 

“It’s important when we are talking to 
new graduates that they understand 
that this school is a challenge and that 
there is some hard work ahead for 
them down the road,” said kiger. “But 
they will be supported and nurtured 
during that journey, and have a school 
that cares for them and wants them to 
be successful.”

NSU alumni named Rising Star Teachers
Northeastern State University alumni 
Bridgette Smith of Bartlesville and 
Brandon Chitty of Broken Arrow were 
among six educators named Rising 
Star Teachers during the Oklahoma 
Teacher of the year ceremony Sept. 
18, 2012 in Oklahoma City.

Rising Stars are selected from 
district teachers of the year who 
are less than eight years into their 
careers. The six were recognized 
by State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Janet Barresi.

“It is important that we honor the 
enthusiasm and the potential of 
these teachers,” Barresi said. “To be 
recognized by your peers after such 
a short time in the classroom is an 
amazing achievement.”

Smith and Chitty each acknowl-
edged their education at NSU as 
integral to their early career success 
as educators. Chitty called his time 
at Northeastern “amazing.”

“Everybody was always kind and 
concerned with education,” he said. 
“I don’t remember a bad experience. 
In education, I really believe it is 
more important that one be taught 
how to teach students, rather than 
taught how to teach math.”

Rising Star educators each receive 
$1,000 and other prizes from 
numerous donors, including the 
Masonic Fraternity of Oklahoma, 
the Oklahoma Schools Insurance 
Group, the Oklahoma Education 
Association and Professional 
Oklahoma Educators.
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The pace of change in public higher 
education has never been more rapid. In 
Oklahoma, the share of public funding 
as a part of the overall higher education 
budget has shrunk from 75 percent in 
1988 to 39 percent in 2013. Students are 
graduating from high school less prepared 
for college work, and according to a 
report provided by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, only 25 percent of 
the college population go to college full 
time and live on campus. More adults 
are enrolled in Oklahoma’s institutions 
of higher education pushing the average 
students’ age to 26. 

Those changing demographics 
create greater demand on the wide range 
of services provided to students by the 
university during a time of shrinking 
budgets. These factors contribute to a 
climate of growing frustration and 
anxiety as America negotiates 
difficult economic times. 
Demands for greater 
transparency, 
accountability, 
efficiency, 
and 

affordability 
are ringing 

loudly in living 
rooms and state 

houses across the 
country. 

The State of 
Oklahoma and NSU 

have responded. Since 
its kick-off in late 2011, 

Governor Mary Fallin’s 
Complete College America 

(CCA) initiative has garnered 
recognition as a national model, 

heeding the call for improvement 

in higher education. CCA is the most 
comprehensive and ambitious higher 
education initiative ever undertaken 
in the state, concentrating on college 
readiness, transforming remediation, 
expanding collaboration with CareerTech, 
enhancing adult degree completion 
efforts, and tracking and rewarding 
improvements in degree completion.

Enter D23. On March 
9, 2012, Northeastern formally 
embraced Gov. Fallin’s CCA program.   
NSU Destination 2023 (D23), an 
exciting and vigorous proposal led 
by President Steve Turner, was 
announced during 
the Jan. 2013 
Spring 

Opening 
Meeting. By 

establishing D23, 
NSU has set an example as 

a proactive ally with Gov. Fallin, 
the Oklahoma State Regents for 

Higher Education and Complete College 
America, making strides to bridge the 
looming gap of Americans without an 
education. 

In his announcement, Turner 
said that D23 establishes a unified 
approach to fulfilling NSU’s mission 
of helping individuals achieve their 
personal education goals, as well as our 
commitment to Oklahoma’s overarching 
higher education goals. 

“D23 will provide the framework 
for how NSU will move to a base scale 
enrollment of 11,000 students by 2023, as 
our part of the CCA initiative,” said Dr. 
William Rugg, provost and vice president 
for academic affairs. 

NSU has taken a proactive stance 
in this endeavor. D23 will provide viable 

options 
for pressing 

issues such 
as increased 

demands for 
more graduates, 

increased enrollment, 
and an increase in student 

retention. 
In order for this project 

to be successful, said Turner, 
all areas of the campus must 
be engaged in the process of 
improving student success by 

applying the traditional values 
of teaching and learning with a 

keen eye on outcomes. All of these 
can be accomplished through a culture of 
caring.

“Student retention and graduation 
have always been a high priority at NSU, 
but D23 provides an even stronger 
emphasis on accountability, meaning 
that departments and colleges will 
be evaluated based on qualitative and 
quantitative measures,” said Turner. 

Retention and graduation standards 
will play a major role in the routine 
evaluation of courses and programs in the 
future. But ultimately D23 will move far 
beyond metrics, goals and standards and 
enhance the core of NSU’s mission. 

“Our students need and deserve an 
institution that is committed to assisting 
them obtain their life goals. Clearly, the 
pathway to the middle class and beyond is 
higher education,” said Turner. “Whether 
it is delivered online or on one of NSU’s 
three locations, rigorous instruction 
backed by robust student services 
will allow our graduates to be more 
competitive and meet the challenges that 
are ahead of us.”

eMbracing
NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVESITY

change By Eric Covey
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First-Generation Proud. Dakota 
Hoover, Tahlequah freshman, can give a dozen 
reasons why he might transfer to another 
college next year. One answer keeps his feet 
planted firmly on the NSU campus, grounds. 

“I believe I belong here,” said Hoover. 
Hoover, a first-generation college student 

from Coweta, takes deep pride in knowing 
that NSU is not merely an extension of his 
secondary education experience. 

“At first I thought, this is going to be 
like high school,” said Hoover. “However, it 
has been an eye-opening and life-changing 
experience.”

Keeping Hoover involved at NSU is one 
of many ways the institution is making strides 
to retain freshmen students. With so many 
organizations and activities to choose from, 
Hoover said what has made the biggest impact 
in his life at NSU was going to Rookie Bridge 
Camp and meeting new people.    

Hoover’s parents both worked and 
struggled to take care of their young family. 
Hoover said college was a goal his parents led 
him through during his years in grade school. 
Now a freshman, he believes this achievement 
makes him and his family proud. 

“While at NSU, I’ve learned discipline. 
I understand that I need to take the time to 
study and do homework,” said Hoover. “The 
activities available are endless. They are fun and 
worth it—even if they take up extra time.” 

Like many youths, Hoover played high 
school football. His direction changed, 
however, when he entered college. He knew 
he didn’t want to play anymore, but needed 
something to feed his desire to be part of a 
team.

Now a member of Lambda Chi Alpha, 
Hoover said he is enjoying his newfound 
fellowship and sense of brotherhood.

“I felt I blended into Lambda Chi. 
Members really challenge me to do my best; we 
challenge each other,” said Hoover. “I believe 
this opportunity has helped me grow as a man 
as well.”

According to Hoover, the fact that NSU 
is constantly building and updating the home 
campus assures him that his quality of life is 
being valued while living on campus.

“NSU keeps building and keeps trying 
to accommodate its students in new and 
innovative ways,” said Hoover.

NSU is not just another high school, he 
asserted, as is sometimes the opinion held by 
some of his friends in various social media 
circles. 

“The campus here in Tahlequah is a 
community and has the feel of my hometown,” 
said Hoover. “But it’s not so small that if I did 
something mediocre, everyone would know 
about it.” 

When Hoover returns home this summer 
he has two items on his to do list—take 
summer classes at NSU-Broken Arrow and 
find a part-time job. 

“I want to stay ahead of the game,” said 
Hoover. 

Online Advancement. Competition 
among people in the workplace is growing 
as America finds itself competing in an 
increasingly challenging climate. Those who 
have found security in the workforce are now 
at risk of losing their edge due to several key 
factors, including lack of training and current 
computer knowledge, as well as corporate 
downsizing.

“I’m probably not your typical student,” 
said Chris Leamon, Northeastern senior. “I 
hadn’t been back to school in 16 years.”

Leamon, struggling to balance life between 
raising children and working evening shifts as 
a Miami police officer, found he only had so 
much time to beat the clock. 

“The online courses at NSU are great, 
especially when you consider quality learning 
pertaining to my degree can be obtained in 
8-week classes. It really adds to the program,” 
said Leamon. “I love the 8-week classes.”

Leamon said police officers in Oklahoma, 
once obtaining a bachelor’s degree, also move 
up in certification standards, from basic to 
advanced levels. 

“In my department, promotion and pay 
incentive is based on education,” said Leamon. 
“This can open doors for teaching and state-
related jobs.” 

Many adult learners put convenience at the 
top of their lists in regards to education.  In a 
consumer’s market, adult learners will search 
high and low for the education that best fits 
their schedule. 
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“One hundred percent online real-life 

classes that pertain to what we deal with every 
day,” said Leamon. “It’s great.”  

According to Tulsa Regional Chamber’s 
CEOs For Cities, if the number of people 
with a bachelor’s degree would increase by one 
percent in the Tulsa metro area, this would 
equate to $646 million in economic impact per 
year. 

“These programs are going to grow 
because they meet the needs of the adult 
learner in the format they are offered,” said Dr. 
Christee Jenlink, dean of NSUBA.  

Dr. Rugg stated, “Our efforts to improve 
the overall quality of teaching in any format 
(classroom, online, blended, and ITV) are 
centered on training programs offered through 
the Center for Teaching and Learning, which 
also provides a certification program for faculty 
teaching the online format. Certification is 
now required of faculty wishing to teach in the 
online format. We know that this will improve 
the quality of our online offerings and will 
increase student satisfaction.”

The U.S. Department of Education 
states that traditional students aged 18-24 are 
a critical, but insufficient, part of a college 
completion strategy. Nearly 50 percent of 
adults aged 25-64 (more than 97 million) have 
a high school degree or equivalent, but no 
postsecondary degree or equivalent. There are 
more than 7 million adults aged 25-34 with 
some college, but no degree, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau.  

A Better Life. Most community 
college students work more than 20 hours per 
week, and so many more juggle responsibilities 
such as family and having to work more than 
one job. Yet, research shows attending part time 
greatly diminishes the chance that the student 

will graduate. NSU, through assistance with 
career services and the enrollment management 
staff, reaches out to those students to assure 
them of one major factor: Success is a reality.

According to the U.S. Department of 
Education, more than 40 percent of all degree-
seeking, postsecondary education students are 
enrolled in community colleges. Approximately 
60 percent of those students are referred 
to at least one remedial or developmental 
educational course and less than a quarter of 
those ultimately receive a degree or certificate. 

Teresa Lemley was living a very different 
life years ago. In 1999, she was sentenced to 
prison with three 20-year sentences related to 
her methamphetamine-driven lifestyle. When 
Lemley was released early in 2006 she made a 
promise to herself and those around her. 

“I knew I didn’t want that life,” said 
Lemley. “I had to change who I was.”   

When Lemley was released from prison, 
she made a list of goals. Among them was to 
get a college education. 

“The highest grade I completed was the 
eighth grade,” said Lemley. “I had been locked 
up since I was 14 years old.”

Lemley began taking classes at Tulsa 
Community College in 2007, eventually 
completing the pre-social work program with 
an associate’s degree. Through the Smart 
Choice initiative between TCC and NSU, 
Lemley transferred seamlessly to NSUBA and 
hasn’t looked back. 

“I walked out of that prison and knew I 
didn’t want to be a statistic,” said Lemley. “I 
made a promise to my oldest son and to myself 
that I could do this.”

She began taking evening classes, even 
though she was exhausted from working six, 
10-hour shifts as a manager at Perry’s Food 
Store in Tulsa. 

“I had a truck and house payment, along 
with fines I was still paying off,” said Lemley. 
“I couldn’t afford to take day classes.”

Though Lemley was only been able to go 
part time, she never missed a semester. Lemley 
admitted she struggled being an adult learner, 
taking computer classes and learning a new 
technology that seemed foreign to her. 

“Online classes. You can think they are 
easy but they are not,” said Lemley. “It’s a 
matter of discipline you have to respect.”

Lemley eventually became a member 
of Delta Mu Delta, an international honor 
business society, made the dean’s list, and was 
awarded the ‘Shining Star Award’ from Student 
Affairs. She received a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration at NSUBA last May. 

Lemley continues to work as a manager 
at Perry’s, but now as an NSU graduate she is 
setting herself a new list of goals. 

Top Five Ways D23 
will make a difference 
to NSU and Complete 
College America
 » Provides a succinct 

and comprehensive 
institutional guide to 
achieving university-wide 
goals 

 » Establishes long-term 
undergraduate and 
graduate enrollment 
goals 

 » Reaffirms institution’s 
commitment to eliminate 
barriers to learning 

 » Increases opportunities 
and choices for students 
through multiple course 
offering formats 

 » Closes the loop between 
degree completion and 
career placement

Mike Simons/Tulsa World
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From news fan to weekend anchor at Fox 23, this Tulsa, OK, 
alumnus is living a dream he thought was meant for others.
Growing up, Frank Wiley inherited his traditional values 
and love of news from his grandparents. Today, this 
Emmy-award winning television personality serves as an 
inspiration to other African-Americans who aspire to a 
career in journalism.

I grew up watching the news with my grandparents. 
It was like clockwork with them. They would watch the 
morning and the noon newscasts in the summer. Then 
they’d watch the 5 o’clock, the national news, and the 10 
o’clock. 

My grandparents always encouraged me to participate 
in speaking engagements, especially in church. 

No one recruited me to Northeastern. It was the only 
university that I actually tried to apply to get into. 

I knew what I wanted to do, but I didn’t pursue that 
initially when I went to NSU. For some reason I thought 
this particular career [broadcast journalist] was for 
someone else—namely someone who didn’t look like me. 

I started out as a business major thinking I could get a 
job doing anything. I absolutely hated it. 

My future wife [Karli] encouraged me to try 
journalism [Mass Communications degree]. I did and I 
loved it. 

Dr. Amy Aldridge Sanford was very encouraging, 
especially when she knew what it was that I wanted to do. 
I think we placed more emphasis on the print aspect of 
journalism than we did on the broadcast, so she suggested 
a couple things I should do to get myself out there. 

I did two internships. I started out during the 2005 
spring semester in the Channel 8 sports department. I 
followed that with a summer internship at Channel 2. 

Some people would much rather steer clear of the 
intern. But [as an intern] I was fortunate enough to get a 
hold of some guys [Al Jerkins, Jason Shakelford] who were 
like, ‘Help? You want to help me and you’re free?’

At Channel 8, Yvonne Harris got me involved in NABJ, 
the National Association of Black Journalists. I attended 
one of their conferences as a student and was able to meet 
people I watched on TV—Jesse Jackson and national 
correspondents at ABC, NBC and CBS. I was star struck. 
It was there I really learned to network. 

Isiah Carey was willing to share whatever I wanted to 
know. He offered advice not necessarily on how to put a 
story together and gather sources, but how to coexist with 

coworkers. That was very beneficial because you can’t read 
those chapters in a textbook. 

I didn’t get my foot in the door right when I graduated. 
I had a job lined up as a sports/weekend anchor in the 
Fayetteville/Fort Smith market but then the station sold 
and had a hiring freeze.

I took a job at Enterprise Rent-A-Car. I kept thinking, 
‘I endured all these courses for this?’ I had nothing against 
the company, but it wasn’t what I wanted to do. 

Finally I had to take a shot in the dark. I got a job 
in the Lawton market as a tape editor and production 
assistant which meant I had to edit tape, answer phones—
do whatever. I made $6.50 an hour. 

I was there for only 3 months and during that time I 
was a production assistant the first month, a photographer 
the second, and a reporter the third month—but I had to 
shoot my own stuff. 

My next job was a TV news reporter in the same 
market I was supposed to sports anchor in the first place. I 
didn’t know the first thing about putting together a story, 
but learned quickly. 

I went back to Tulsa as often as I could during that time 
and eventually landed a Fox news position. I stayed there 
two years before accepting my first anchor position in St. 
Louis.

A family emergency brought me back to home just a year 
later. Luckily I hadn’t burned any bridges. This July marks 
my two-year anniversary at Fox 23. 
  
I had no idea that Facebook and Twitter would be 
such integral parts of my daily approach to the news. I 
never thought I would hear that a story was broken on 
Twitter. 

People think broadcast journalism is more glamorous 
than it really is. They think you hang out all day until 
someone hands you a story, you talk in front of the camera, 
and then your day is over. I wish it worked that way, but 
there’s a whole lot more to it.

The industry is changing. A lot of people are required 
now to not only serve as a journalist in disseminating/
broadcasting the information, they are required to shoot 
and edit their own video. 

All in all, it’s a pretty good gig.
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Alverson  

‘12
Photo by Pete Henshaw
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Feature

When the challenges of life interrupted her higher 
education dreams, this dedicated alumna forged ahead 
—one class at a time.
Nature and biology have always been the focus for Giselle 
Alverson. Today, this biology graduate is living her dream 
and putting her NSU degree to work at the Tulsa Zoo.

When I was six years old I decided I wanted to be a 
marine biologist or a zookeeper. I had an addiction to PBS 
and a great admiration for Jacque Cousteau. I loved his 
ocean work.

In my family, women didn’t actually go into careers and 
if they did, they were teachers or nurses. When I told them 
I wanted to go into the zoo field or be a marine biologist, 
they just smiled, nodded their heads, and hoped it was 
something that I would outgrow. 

I would spend my summers with my grandmother in 
California. She really liked to nurture people’s interests. 
She took me to aquariums and zoos across the state—
Sacramento, San Francisco, San Diego—anywhere we 
could go that she could share those interests with me. 

I got married very young and had my first daughter. She 
is autistic and epileptic and wasn’t able to go into a daycare 
system because of the severity of her condition. I ended up 
being a stay-at-home mom but decided I needed to get my 
degree however I could. 

I didn’t graduate from Tulsa Community College 
until 2007. It took me a very long time with the needs of 
my daughter. I’d take one or two classes and sometimes I’d 
have to go a semester without taking any classes. 

It was a little intimidating being out for so long. There 
would be times when I would take off from school for 
a couple years because my daughter had health issues. I 
thought I had forgotten everything. Fortunately, when 
I went back, I received such great support from my 
instructors and fellow students. 

I had just applied to NSU when I went to the zoo and 
I told them I was willing to do any job that no one else 
wanted to do. So, they put me with data entry where I 
worked as the intern for the registrar. From there, I had an 
internship with the primate department, which later led to 
a zookeeper position. 

My absolute favorite primates would have to be the 
chimpanzees. It was definitely a privilege to have them 
allow me to work with them. 

The opportunity to take online classes was very 
beneficial. The fact that NSU-Broken Arrow often has 

classes that are one or two nights a week was great for this 
nontraditional student. I couldn’t have possibly gone to 
Tahlequah and done the five-day schedule.

I met great friends in school and had wonderful study 
groups. We used to go to IHOP to eat, drink coffee, and 
study all night.

While at NSU, I had a chance to go to Belize to set up 
jaguar cameras in a national park. Our work helped protect 
that area from government acquisition. I hadn’t been out of 
the country before and it was exciting to meet new people 
and see spider and howler monkeys in the wild. 

At graduation, my study group friends and family were 
there to support me. My daughters had a chance to share 
the moment we had all sacrificed our time towards as I 
walked across the stage. 

No matter how difficult or challenging it is to get 
there [graduation], when you are determined and work 
hard—it all pays off. 

The research work that Dr. Terdal and Dr. McDowell 
encouraged me to do was, without a doubt, the strongest 
asset that I brought to my current position. I would not 
have been prepared without it. 

As the zoo registrar I maintain the animal collection 
information and am responsible for all laws, permits, 
and treaties applicable to the running of the zoo. I am 
the liaison between all government officials and all other 
institutions. 

Even if it takes you 10 years, those years will pass 
whether you have that degree at the end or not, so you 
might as well stay in, stay focused, and get that degree. 

Both my daughters are animal lovers. My oldest loves 
to go on frog hunts and help with the biannual frog watch 
surveys. My youngest says she wants to be a zookeeper and 
gets excited about the idea of being able to train and work 
with animals.

At the end of the day, everyone here [Tulsa Zoo] has 
the same priority—what’s best for the animals and what’s 
best for the zoo. When you work with people who have 
that common passion and goal it makes going to work that 
much more enjoyable. 

Not very many people get to achieve their childhood 
dream. It’s very surreal and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity.
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From educator to nurse to politician, this Adair County 
alumnus has dedicated his life to serving his fellow 
Oklahomans. 
District 86 Representative Will Fourkiller might make 
a few more trips to Oklahoma City these days, but he 
keeps his roots firmly planted in the needs of his rural 
northeastern Oklahoma neighbors.

I’m No. 8 of 9 children. All of us siblings still live within 
a mile of each other. We’re a real tight-knit family.

I’ve always been social. I played sports in high school, 
but I didn’t just hang out with the jocks. I kind of floated 
around and talked to everybody. I’m still that way. 

My mom was a big role model in my life. She taught 
me the importance of an education and hard work. 

It never was a question of going to college. It was always, 
‘Where are you going to college?’ I came from a long line 
of educators, so Northeastern was just a fit.

Dr. Kent Lashley amazed me from day one at NSU. 
His ability with names was uncanny. I remember thinking 
hopefully I’ll be like that one day. Unfortunately, it didn’t 
turn out that way. I’m terrible with names. 

I taught and coached for over 12 years—all in Adair 
County. I started out at Maryetta Public Schools and went 
on to Stilwell Public Schools. I was a middle school teacher 
and taught science and social studies.

I’ve coached just about everything they had but soccer 
I guess. 

In 2007, I decided it was time for a change. My wife had 
been a nurse for almost eight years and I thought the field 
of nursing sounded very promising, very versatile. I applied 
to an accelerated program and 14 months later, received a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing from Oklahoma University 
[Health Science Center Tulsa]. 

I went to work at W.W. Hastings where I served as an 
operating room nurse. 

I took my family to the State Capitol for a visit during 
spring break 2009 and fell in love. It’s such a historic 
place. I told my wife that one day I was going to sit in that 
chamber and have my name and picture on the wall. She 
laughed it off at the time.

In 2010 I decided to take another leap of faith and try 
to enter the world of politics. In the past, I had talked to 
family members about running for a tribal [Cherokee] or 
state office. Up until then, I hadn’t decided on which. 

I was at work when I read the notice. It was day one 
of the three-day filing period for state elections. I went 
home and talked about it with my wife. She said, ‘Well 
if you think you need to do it, we’ll pray about it.’ On 
Wednesday, I went to work in the operating room. I took 
off at noon, drove up to the Capitol, and put my name 
down during the last hour of filing. 

I started off behind [on my election campaign], but 
I came from a big family and that was very helpful. It 
also helped that I had been out in the public eye coaching 
and teaching. I made the runoff by 12 votes and won the 
election.

It was a whirlwind after that. I came in with 
background in education and nursing and was 
automatically an expert in everything—or at least expected 
to be. 

Many times the urban folks forget that we are a rural 
state. They concentrate and worry about the populations 
in the cities. That’s why I’m happy to be here and speak up 
for rural Oklahoma and let them know, ‘Hey, we’re still 
out here.’

Education is the key to survival of any group of people 
or state. If we want to move the state and its businesses 
ahead—it starts with education. 

At the Capitol I get to work with some of the kids in the 
page program. A lot of them, especially those from rural 
or farther out in the city, get a little nervous being here. I 
let them know I’m from as far east as you can go without 
being an Arky, so if I can survive here, so can they.

The advice I received from everyone after being elected 
was, ‘Always remember your roots.’ I really think that’s 
important. Some people get a title and let it go to their 
head. I always want to be approachable. 

When I look at the careers I have chosen, serving as a 
state representative was a logical next step. I can now help 
folks on a larger level. 

I’m always going to be Will. I tell people all the time, ‘If 
you see me acting differently, you line me out.’ You can bet 
my family will. 
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“Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe.” 
- President Abraham Lincoln. 

Northeastern State University is 
taking a page out of the 16th President 
of the United States’ playbook and is 
sharpening the planning axe. 

NSU officials will work through 
the end of 2013 to come up with a 
comprehensive and inclusive Campus 
Master Plan—the first in the history 
of the institution. 

According to Tim Foutch, 
vice president for operations at 
Northeastern, the process is designed 
to encourage consensus building 

by providing numerous outreach 
opportunities for both the campus and 
community.

“The master planning process can 
become quite complicated because it 
becomes your map,” Foutch said. “It 
is a guideline to tell you that these 
are the things that need to happen 
so you can ensure you are offering 
the courses and degrees that students 
truly want and need to be successful 
in the workplace.”

Foutch said he has been pleased 

by the input and daily dialogue that he 
receives from alumni members. 

“We are taking a progressive, 
responsible approach to managing 
the resources we have. I would hope 
that this will make our alumni base 
feel very good that we are taking the 
proper steps to manage the limited 
resources we are going to receive. 
When alumni members are excited, 
like what they see and tell you so, 
that’s where you want to be.”

This is one way NSU is 

Master PlanNSU

Shaping a plan for the future of our institution

By Tom Smith
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combatting the declining public 
education funding from the state. 

“We are coming together with 
a very finite plan that will help us 
prioritize where dollars are spent,” he 
said. “If money was easily available 
and we could just fund initiatives 
without restrictions, then master 
planning wouldn’t have nearly the 
impact on NSU.” 

An increase in money from the 
state is not expected anytime in the 
near future. Therefore, the Master 
Plan is viewed as the key toward 
helping Northeastern continue to 
grow and prosper. 

“Students are becoming very 
mature and educated on what a 
quality education looks like,” he said. 
“So when we can present to a student 
and family a master plan concept that 
has been vetted through thousands of 
people, it helps them understand that 
their education is based on something 
tangible and credible.

“So as an alumnus—which I 
am—I’m proud that my alma mater 
gets it and realizes what it takes to 
compete. We want our students to 
be successful, not just when they are 
here, but when they go into the work 
world and seek employment.” 

But what is the Master Plan? 
In a nutshell, NSU’s Master Plan 
will provide a long-range vision 
for NSU, encompassing all three 
campuses. The goal will be to provide 
a single, unified master plan while 
respecting the unique identity of each 
of the three campuses in Tahlequah, 
Muskogee, and Broken Arrow.

The five-step process started in 
the fall with the Discovery Phase, 
which serves as an introduction 
to campus and an opportunity to 
establish goals for the future direction 
of NSU. The analysis phase is 
currently occurring and is used to 
further understand each campus by 
its systems (vehicular, pedestrian, 
building uses and natural features) 
and its space utilization. 

The third step, Idea Generation, 
seeks to derive a single preliminary 
Campus Master Plan from the best 
ideas presented in the three concepts. 
The Refinement Phase provides the 

necessary time to review the Master 
Plan and make adjustments. 

The Master Plan concludes with 
the documentation of the entire 
process into a report that will be used 
as a tool for addressing the physical, 
social, intellectual and sustainability 
challenges in the upcoming decades. It 
is designed to provide a realistic road 
map for Northeastern. 

Identifying short and long-term 
strategies that will be visionary 
and realistic for the future of the 
university is one of the goals of 
the Master Plan. This will provide 
a flexible framework for campus 
development and will establish capital 
priorities and optimize resources 
and adjacent opportunities. Most 
importantly, the Master Plan will 
continue to be participatory and 
consensus based, implementable and 
defensible. 

However, the Master Plan will 
only be as good as the feedback 
received before the end of 2013. 

“Think about the things you 
really enjoyed and carry with you as 
a proud NSU alumnus. When the 
opportunity presents 
itself, express that. 
Tell us what you like 
and what was good 
about it,” Foutch 
said. 

“In the same 
vein, when you 
remember or hear 
things that are not 
as positive, tell us 
that, too. Now we 
are engaged in a 
process to address 
and fix those issues. 
We want students 
in the future to 
have the same proud 
connection to the 
institution that many 
of our alumni have 
today.”

SmithGroup 
Consulting, Dewberry 
architectural and 
engineering consultants 
and Paulien & Associates, 
Inc. are the planning 

consultants. Their role is to lead 
efforts to develop a university-wide 
Master Plan and work with key 
leadership groups to help develop a 
comprehensive plan. 

“Alumni I have talked to like the 
idea there is a commitment on the 
institution’s part to engage constituent 
groups at all levels." 

Foutch said he expects this 
plan to help alumni who donate to 
Northeastern understand exactly 
where their money is being invested. 

“This creates a comfort level 
that my dollars are going to be well 
spent because there has been a very 
comprehensive and inclusive process 
that ensures that my dollar is placed 
where it is best utilized for the student 
experience and the processes that 
support that experience,” Foutch said. 

“In theory, what an education 
does is open up opportunities. 
For those of us who donate to 
the institution, we are funding 
opportunities for our students. That’s 
a good investment.

“Please join in the discussion. We 
have public forums in the Tulsa area, 
Tahlequah and Muskogee. You can 
engage directly at one of these forums 
or interact through our website. There 

are many opportunities to have your 
voice heard.”

For more information, visit 
the new Master Plan website  
at www.nsuok.edu/masterplan. 
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WEDDINGS

‘80s Tommy Toon, 
Sr. ’86 and Ruby 

Davis were married in July 2012.

‘90s Arena Mueller 
’97 and Walter 

Foddis were married on 
November 15, 2011.

 ‘00s Shelby Brasier 
’09 and kyle 

Cates ’09 were married on 
July 28, 2012.

Amber Burnett ’09 and 
Cody Nissen ’08 were 
married on July 21, 2012.

Jill Raglin ’09 & ’11 and Jared 
Chambers were married on 
June 23, 2012.

Lyndell St. Clair ’09 and 
Rachel Schutt were married in 
June 2012.

Daniel Hahn ’08 and 
Amanda Lewis were married on 
December 22, 2012.

Megan kirk ’08 and Shawn 
Medlock ’08 were married on 
November 3, 2012.

Heather Wilkinson ’07 and 
Joshua Garde were married in 
September 2012.

kyndal Dooley ’06 and 
Zachary Fowler were married 
on November 21, 2011.

Sara Geurin ’06 and Ricky 
Breland were married in 
November 2011.

Eric Van Zee ’06 and karrie 
Garriott were married in  
July 2012.

Lisa Mason ’05 and Douglas 
Berry were married on October 
29, 2011.

Suzanne Winnie ’05 and 
Jason Grass were married in 
July 2012.

Mackenzie Eubanks ’04 and 
Benjamin Haff were married on 
December 29, 2012.

Darren Landers ’04 and 
Tisha Neal were married in  
July 2012.

‘10s Whitney Apker 
’11 and Jeremy 

Heimbach were married on 
December 9, 2012.

Casi Foster ’11 and 
Christopher Jennings were 
married in October 2012.

Stephanie Houtz ’11 and 
Josue Carrillo were married in 
July 2012.

Alissa Mayberry ’11 and 
Timothy Williams ’09 were 
married on October 27, 2012.

Scott Puryear ’11 and Mandy 
Hedges were married in  
July 2012.

Amy Clark ’10 and kendall 
Dean ’07 were married on 
September 22, 2012.

Tarina Rolland ’10 and Corey 
Lowe were married in  
October 2012.

ANNIVERSARIES

‘50s Bill ’59 & ’62 and 
Joyce (Alexander) 

Tobey celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary

‘60s *kermit ’62 and 
Mary Lou Tanzey 

celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2012.

Charles ’67 and Peggy ’67 & 
’70 Boatman celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on 
August 24, 2012.

‘70s David ’72 and 
Barbara Hayes 

celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary on September 1, 
2012.

BIRTHS

‘50s kaylynn Jane 
Gruenberg, 

granddaughter of *Betty 
(Ross) Gruenberg ’54 & ’70, 
was born July 3, 2012.

‘70s kannon Guillet, 
grandson of 

Leighanna Guillet ’78, was 
born November 17, 2011.

Bradford Todd Dickerson, 
grandson of *Carol Ann 
(Shackelford) ’78 and 
*Clyde Barkley ’77, was born 
September 7, 2012.

‘90s Holland Renae 
Wright, grandchild 

of kelly Berry ’93, was born 
April 19, 2012.

Axel Dale Poteete, grandson 
of Ruth (Elliott) ’92 and 
Darryl Poteete ’77 & ’81, was 
born August 8, 2012.

‘00s Colton Abell, son 
of kelly Rudolph 

’09 and Clint Abell, was born 
September 25, 2012.

Emi Rule, child of Jodi ’08 and 
Philip Rule, was born  
August 7, 2012.

Bailey Wingard, child of  
Sarah Wingard ’08, was  
born December 6, 2011.

Harrison August Ford, son of 
Tabitha ’05 and Jonathan 
Ford ’06 and grandson of 
Donna Ford ’08, was born 
July 20, 2012.

kash Hall, son of Jamie 
(West) ’06 & ’10 and Gregory 
Hall ’04 & ’06, was born 
October 5, 2012.

Jocelyn Avayah king, 
granddaughter of Charles 
knifechief ’04, was born 
January 14, 2013.

kasen Drake Bowley, son of 
Tiffany (Adamson) ’03 and 
Jarrod Bowley, was born 
September 18, 2012.

Halle Carr, daughter of 
*kristin (Green) ’03 & ’06 
and *Seth Carr ’05 & ’07, was 
born October 9, 2012. 

Harrison Lukas kane Frazier, 
son of *Tina (Sorick) ’03 & 
’04 and Justin Frazier ’04, 
was born December 4, 2012.

Audree Blake Jordan, daughter 
of Mandi (Basinger) ’02 and 
Mark Jordan ’03, was born 
September 19, 2012.

kelley James & kory Mark 
Hopkins, twin sons of 
Diania (Travis) ’01 and Eric 
Hopkins, was born November 
9, 2012.

‘10s Andrew Anthonyle 
kennedy, son of 

Anita kennedy  
’11 and Andrew Cobbs ’10 was 
born December 26, 2012.

Collin Baxter, son of Ashley 
(Thompson) ’10 and  
Brad Baxter, was born  
September 4, 2012.

Madilyn Mae Ernst, daughter 
of Alysa Ernst ’10, was born 
June 20, 2012.

Jasmine LeeAnn, daughter of 
Jamie Needham-Hatley ’10, 
was born January 11, 2011.

Emery Woodbury, child of 
Dawn Woodbury ’10, was 
born March 14, 2012.

MILESTONES

‘70s Tom 
Montgomery ’76 

was appointed to the State of 
Oklahoma Election Board.

Ella Proctor ’77 was named 
one of Lowrey Elementary 
School’s Teachers of the year.

David Hayes ’72 retired after 
30 years of working in Health 
Services.

David M Hayes ’72 retired 
from the Civil Service as Chief 
Clinical Micro Biologist.
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class Acts

’80s Julie (Harding) 
Bloss ’89 & ’92  

was named to the National 
Association of Elementary 
School Principals 2012 List of 
National Distinguished 
Principals.

*Glenn Coffee ’89 retired from 
public service after 14 years, 
most recently as Oklahoma 
Secretary of State to return to 
practice of law.

David Etzkorn ’89 & ’00 
joined the staff at Hulbert Public 
Schools as a Geometry teacher.

Larry Baker ’88 was named 
ERM & Audit Professional for 
Devon Energy Corporation.

Cheryl (Mann) Nichols ’88 
was named an Administrator for 
the Fort Gibson Nursing Home.

Jimmie (Moore) Blake ’87 
was named a Senior Analyst  
for ConocoPhillips.

’90s Rachel (Johnson) 
Brockway ’99 was 

named an Account Executive for 
HMA Public Relations.

*Amy Aldridge Sanford ’99 
& ’01 was awarded the Josh 
Lee Service Award from the 
Oklahoma Speech Theater 
Communications Association.

David Vinson ’99 was named 
the Superintendent for Warner 
Public Schools.

katherine “kathy” Harrison 
’98 was named the Registrar & 
Director of Student Records at 
Central Bible College.

Lisa Lamont ’98 & ’06 was 
selected as a finalist for Teacher 
of the year for the State of 
Oklahoma.

*Rachel Farinelli ’97 was 
named the Dean of Community 
Education for San Jacinto College.

Tanya (Nero) Blades ’95 & ’97 
was named the Girls Basketball 
Coach at Glenpool High School.

Carol Brinsfield ’94 & ’99 
selected as a finalist for Teacher 
of the year for the State of 
Oklahoma.

*Barbara Abercrombie ’93 
was named the Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Human Resources 
at the University of Arkansas.

Jamie Hummingbird ’93 was 
named Gaming Regulator of the 
year by the International Masters 
of Gaming Law.

Timothy Dearhamer ’92 
became the Owner of Cruises Inc.

Mary Diane Walker ’92 & ’96 
was named Teacher of the year 
by the Oklahoma Council for 
Social Studies.

Brian Bell ’91 joined the Guest 
Services Department at Eagles 
Nest Beach Resort in Marco 
Island, Florida.

SHOP
NOW
Find a wide 
assortment 
of NSU Pride 
merchandise 
on the NSU 
alumni 
website.
nsualumni.com/shop

2013
Celebrating  

100 YEARS of  
NSU football
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class Acts

kathleen (Foster) Elliott  
’91 & ’93 was appointed to  
the Oklahoma Board of 
Optometric Examiners.

Rick Ott ’91 was named the Girls 
Basketball Coach for Hulbert High 
School.

kirt Hartzler ’90 was named 
Associate Superintendent of 
Union Public Schools and is 
scheduled to take over the 
Superintendent post in  
July 2013.

Robert Lewis ’90 was presented 
the Stalwart Award by the 
Cherokee National  
Historical Society.

’00s Willie Braggs ’09 
was named Revenue 

Accounting Analyst for Experis 
Manpower Group.

Michael Johnson ’09  
joined Bixby Chiropractic as  
a Chiropractor.

*Darrin Priest ’09 was named 
the Apartment Community 
Director for the University  
of Tulsa.

Randi Roberts ’09 joined 
the faculty at Tahlequah’s 
Cherokee Elementary School as a 
kindergarten teacher.

Amy (Teague) Dark ’08  
joined the faculty at keys 
Elementary School.

Brandon Chitty ’07 was named 
a Rising Star by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education.

Tiffani Cooper ’07 was selected 
as a finalist for Teacher of the 
year for the State of Oklahoma.

Bridgette Smith ’07 was named 
a Rising Star by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education.

Tonya Broyles ’05 joined the 
faculty at Muskogee High School 
as a 9th grade Math teacher.

Shane Brown ’04 joined the 
staff at North Texas Foot Care 
Associates as a Physician.

kyle Cooper ’04 & ’08 selected 
as a finalist for Teacher of the 
year for the State of Oklahoma.

Will Perry ’04 was named the 
Upper Limb Specialist  
for Ottobock.

Scott Williams ’04 joined the 
staff at W.W. Hastings Indian 
Hospital as a Dentist.

Samantha Clifford ’03 was 
named the Access Services 
Coordinator for the NSU Library.

Allison Garner ’03 was given 
the kaleidoscope award by the 
Oklahoma Association of Career & 
Technology Education.

Scott kidd ’03 & ’07 was named 
the Housing Manager at the 
McAlester Ammunition Plant.

Jennifer Swafford ’01 was 
named one of Lowrey Elementary 
School’s Teachers of the year.

Jennifer McGuire ’00  
joined the faculty at kiefer 
Elementary School.

’10s Evan Everett ’12 
joined Dell as a 

Compellent Client Support Analyst.

Tanner Hurt ’12 joined  
the staff of Morton 
Comprehensive Health Services  
in the area of Health Promotions  
& Community Outreach.

Jordan Toyne ’12 accepted a 
position with the Department of 
Justice Bureau of Prisons.

Michele Warren ’12 joined the 
faculty at Bixby Public Schools as 
a 2nd grade teacher.

Candice Watkins ’12 was named 
kindergarten Teacher for Ryal 
Public Schools.

kayla Poole ’11 joined the faculty 
at Margaret Daniel Primary School 
in Arkansas as a 1st grade teacher.

Ariann Schilling ’11 joined the 
staff at Barrett Spinal Care as a 
Chiropractic Assistant.

Dana Boren-Boer ’10 joined the 
faculty at NSU as an Instructor of 
Advertising.

Shannon Dawson ’10 was 
named a BHRS Counselor for 
People Inc.

Amanda Johnson ’10 was 
named Stockbroker Trainee for 
Scottrade Inc.

Amanda “Mandi” Parish ’10 & 
’12 was named a School Counselor 
at Tahlequah Middle School.

Ashley Rouse ’10 joined the 
faculty at keys High School as an 
English teacher.

*Patrick Vaughan ’10 was 
promoted to Development 
Coordinator for the Tulsa Ballet 
Theater Inc.

MEMORIAM .

’40s *Charles Farris ’47, 
of Sallisaw, passed 

away February 10, 2012.

*Wanda Cantrell ’43, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
October 14, 2012.

’50s *Roger Morris ’55 
& ’60, of Ozark, 

Missouri, passed away  
September 25, 2012.

’60s Gary Davidson ’69, 
of Tahlequah, passed 

away July 21, 2012.

Leon Dixon ’64, of Checotah, 
passed away June 25, 2012.

Lucien Berryhill ’63, of 
Henryetta, passed away  
June 27, 2012.

Charles L. Moore ’60, of 
Novato, California, passed away 
February 9, 2013.

’70s Greg Walters ’79, of 
Sallisaw, passed away 

June 12, 2012.

Carolyn Durossette ’77, of 
Stigler, passed away  
June 24, 2012.

John Inman ’73, of Tyler, Texas, 
passed away September 11, 2012.

’80s kristina Merritt 
’81, of Tulsa, passed 

away June 24, 2012.

*kevin Berry ’80, of Guthrie, 
passed away July 2, 2012.

’90s Tony Glass ’98, of 
Tahlequah, passed 

away July 11, 2012.

Patsy Whitekiller ‘97, of 
Hulbert, passed away  
October 18, 2012.

Billie (Parnosky) Poole ’93, of 
Tahlequah, passed away  
July 3, 2012.

’00s , Peggy Carroll ’07, 
of Tahlequah, passed 

away September 21, 2012.

Jeffery Juby ’02, of Park Hill, 
passed away June 30, 2012.nsualum

ni.com
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class Acts

Dr. John Frederick 
Carletti, DDS, 1936-2013
Dr. John Frederick Carletti, DDS,  a 1959 
Northeastern State University alumnus 
and generous philanthropist with a 
practice in Sapulpa, died on Feb. 17, 
2013, at age 76.
The only child of Fred Carletti and 
Marguerite Scherer Carletti, John was 
born in Hartshorne on June 15, 1936. 
He graduated from Hartshorne High 
School in 1955.
While at Northeastern, Carletti played 
football and graduated with a bachelor 
of science degree in chemistry. He 
married his hometown sweetheart, 
Janice Lynch, in 1958.
Carletti earned his dentistry degree 
from the University of Tennessee in 
1963 and served as president of his 
class. He opened a private practice in 
Sapulpa in 1964.
Carletti was committed to education 
and believed in the importance 
of leadership. To enhance career 
opportunities and dental care service 
in the area, he opened a private school, 
Dental Careers of Tulsa, which trains 
dental assistants. He was also involved 
in programs such as the National 
Teenager Scholarship, the Spirit of 
America National Honor Band, the 
Presidential Classroom and the Sapulpa 
Chieftain Booster Club.
In 2002 Carletti, in partnership with 
Dr. Harold Battenfield and the NSU 
Foundation, established the Battenfield-
Carletti Distinguished Entrepreneur 
Lecture Series which invites NSU 
alumni to share their entrepreneurial 
experiences with students.
Carletti was a faithful member of NSU’s 
most cohesive alumni group, the Nifty 
Fifties. In 2005, NSU named him an 
Outstanding Alumnus.

Dr. Patrick Enright  
1951-2012
Dr. Patrick Enright, a retired professor 
of languages and literature at 
Northeastern State University, died on 
Dec. 4, 2012, at age 61.
Born on July 31, 1951, in Palatine, IL, 
Enright graduated from St. Viator High 
School in Arlington Heights, IL, in 1969. 
He earned bachelor's and master's 
degrees in English from Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale and 
was awarded his Ph.D. in English from 
the University of kansas in 1994.
He joined the NSU faculty on Aug. 

17, 1995, as an assistant professor 
of English. He received tenure and 
achieved the rank of associate 
professor in 2002 and was named a full 
professor in 2011. 

Dr. Dan Glasgow  
1948-2013
Dr. Dan Glasgow sponsored the 
Student Council for Exceptional 
Children – a student organization which 
helps children with disabilities in the 
community. At NSU he established 
productive professional relationships 
with area public schools and organized 
dances for special needs people in 
coordination with the Tahlequah  
Elks Lodge.
He earned his bachelor of psychology, 
master of special education and his Ed.D. 
in special education from East Texas 
State in 1970, 1983 and 1995. He retired 
in 2012 after 16 years with the NSU 
faculty and was named an  
emeritus professor.

Charles Head 
1949-2013
Charles Head, Secretary of State for the 
Cherokee Nation and a Northeastern 
State University alumnus, died on Jan. 
30, 2013, in an automobile accident. He 
was 63.
A lifelong resident of Pryor, Head was 
born July 18, 1949, to John and Wanda 
(Whitehead) Head. He graduated from 
Pryor High School in 1967 and was 
a Vietnam War veteran, serving in 
the Navy from 1970-73. He earned a 
bachelor's degree in accounting from 
NSU in 1976.
As the Cherokee Nation Secretary of 
State, Head and his office fostered 
relationships with the federal 
government, the State of Oklahoma and 
other tribal governments.
Prior to taking office in January 2012, 
Head worked for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for more than a decade, most 
recently as the interim regional director 
for the Eastern Oklahoma office  
in Muskogee.
Head worked for the Nation previously 
from 1987 – 2000, in roles ranging from 
executive director of finance to USDA 
agriculture liaison.

Frank Medearis  
1967-2013
Frank Matthew Medearis, a Muskogee 
attorney and graduate of Northeastern 

State University, died on Jan. 12, 2013. 
The lifelong public servant passed away 
at his home at the age of 45.

Medearis was born March 11, 1967, in 
Tahlequah to Martha Medearis and 
the late Bob Medearis, a Tahlequah 
businessman and state legislator. Frank 
graduated from Tahlequah High School 
in 1985.

After graduating from NSU in 1989, 
Medearis entered the University of 
Tulsa College of Law and graduated in 
1992. He practiced law with his brother 
Park in Tahlequah. He then served 
as an assistant district attorney for 
Cherokee, Wagoner and Adair Counties 
and then as a staff attorney for Chapter 
13 Bankruptcy Trustee in Muskogee. He 
also was a staff attorney for Legal Aid 
Services of Oklahoma and City Attorney 
for Muskogee.

Dr. Sue Ellen Read 
1942-2012
Dr. Sue Ellen Read, a retired professor 
of education at Northeastern State 
University, passed away on Nov. 30, 
2012, after battling cancer for more than 
five years. She was 69.

Read was born Dec. 20, 1942 in Houston, 
Texas, to George and Louise (Fletcher) 
Read. She graduated in 1960 from Jesse 
Jones High School, where she was a 
debate champion.

She attended Northeastern State on a 
full debate scholarship, and graduated in 
1964 with a bachelor's degree in speech 
and her teaching certificate.

Read began her career in Oklahoma City 
Public Schools, teaching at Jefferson 
Junior High School and U.S. Grant High 
School. She was a child welfare worker 
from 1966-1968 before returning to the 
classroom to assist in the desegregation 
of Classen High School, where she 
taught from 1968-1970.

She was awarded a master's degree in 
counseling from Central State University 
in Edmond in 1971.

After working for the faculty and 
administration at CSU, Read was 
director of education for Baptist Medical 
Center from 1978-84. She then worked 
as an administrator for Central State 
Hospital in Norman while attending the 
University of Oklahoma. She received 
her Ph.D. in adult education from OU 
in 1987 and joined the NSU faculty in 
January 1988, teaching until her medical 
retirement in August 2012.
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Successful First Year in MIAA for Basketball
The NSU men ended the regular 
season with a 19-7 record, and the 
team was rewarded with a berth 
in the 2013 NCAA Division II Men’s 
Basketball Championship. The 
RiverHawks returned to the NCAA 
tournament for the first time since 
winning the national championship  
in 2003.

Northeastern State also finished in 
a three-way tie for third place in the 
final MIAA standings at 12-6. The 
RiverHawks earned a first-round bye 
in the 2013 MIAA Championship, but 
they fell 69-65 in the quarterfinals to 
upset-minded Northwest  
Missouri State.

Junior guard Bryton Hobbs fin-
ished third in the league in scoring 
and fifth in assists. Senior forward 
Jermaine Bransford led the confer-
ence in rebounding and was top 10 in 
the nation in double-doubles. 

The NSU women finished the sea-
son 19-8 overall, and the team tied 
for second in the MIAA with a 14-4 
league mark. The RiverHawks earned 
a bye in the 2013 MIAA Championship 

quarterfinals, but ended the season 
there with a 61-42 upset loss to No. 6 
seed Fort Hays State.

Northeastern State toppled five 
ranked opponents and knocked off 
two top 10 opponents. NSU was 11-0 
inside Jack Dobbins Field House, 
and the team said goodbye to three 
seniors who compiled 97 wins and a 
46-3 home record in their  
prestigious careers.

Those seniors were Taylor Lewis, 
Tosha Tyler and Sarah Green. Lewis 
was named the MIAA Co-Player of 
the year after finishing the season 
second in the league in scoring at 
18.1 points per game. She led the 
entire conference and was seventh 
in the nation in free-throw percent-
age, three-point field-goal percentage 
and three-point field goals made per 
game. She was also named to the 
All-MIAA First Team and the 2012-13 
Daktronics All-Central Region Second 
Team. Tyler and Green were both 
honorable mention selections, while 
junior Carrington Fox was named to 
the MIAA All-Defensive Team.

Spring Sports 
Underway
Both NSU women’s tennis 
and softball are under new 
direction this year. 

The NSU women’s tennis 
team, under the direction 
of Amanda Stone, is led by 
their strong doubles play and 
a dominating 4-5-6 punch 
in the singles lineup. NSU’s 
combined doubles record of 30-6 (.833) is tops in the 
MIAA, and the No. 1 tandem of senior Ivana Belejova 
and freshman kristina Savchenkov lead the way with 
a 10-1 mark. Junior Martina Bruzikova and sophomore 
Barbora Jirickova are 10-2, playing mainly at the  
third position. 

The softball team is hovering around the .500 mark 
in Clay Davis’ first year at the helm. Senior Lisa 
Ripperger and freshman kayce Wooldridge earned 
weekly MIAA accolades.

The RiverHawk baseball team has made great strides 
in its second year under Travis Janssen. None have 
been more impactful than the addition of junior 
transfer Cody Robinson. The right fielder comes to 
Tahlequah via Tulane University, and he has taken the 
school and the MIAA by storm. 

The NSU men’s golf team recently wrapped up a sev-
enth-place finish in a stacked Division I field in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C. Senior Jacob Bartel fired a career-best 66 
in the final round to help Northeastern State shoot its 
lowest team total since October 2011 (287). Senior kyle 
Fouts tied for seventh individually.
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Athletics Hall of Fame Inducts New Members
Northeastern State University 
Athletics welcomed four new mem-
bers into its Hall of Fame at a ceremo-
ny on Feb. 9.

 “The inductees represent the finest 
in student-athlete success during their 
playing careers at NSU,” said Tony 
Duckworth, NSU director of athletics.

kELLI (THOMSON) COLLINS 
WOMEN’S TENNIS 1994-96 
The former kelli Thomson was a mem-
ber of the women’s tennis program 
who completed her eligibility with the 
most singles wins in school history. 
During her time at NSU, she was one 
half of a top 20 national doubles tan-
dem, while also being a top 50 singles 
performer. She played No. 1 singles on 
the 1994 squad that finished 25-0.

She graduated from NSU in 1998 and 
is currently an elementary school 
teacher in Broken Arrow. 

Collins is married to kip Collins, and 
their two children are konnor  
and kaleb.

JOHN W. DULL MEN’S 
BASkETBALL 1955-57 
John Dull was a two-time all-confer-
ence performer on the men’s  
basketball team during his time at 
NSU. He finished second in scor-
ing in the Oklahoma Intercollegiate 
Conference in both the 1955-56 and 
1956-57 seasons.

He played his freshman season 
at Missouri State University and 
then served three years as a U.S. 
Army paratrooper before attending 
Northeastern State.

Dull graduated from NSU in 1957, and 
is a retired school administrator. 

He is married to Leota C. Dull, and 
their three sons are Steven, Jimmie 
and kevin.

JOE GREEN FOOTBALL, 
BASEBALL, TRACk 1973-77 
Joe Green was a three-sport let-
terman at Northeastern State. 
He was a three-year starting 
quarterback and was named the 
Oklahoma Intercollegiate Conference 
Co-Offensive Player of the year  
in 1975. 

He was also named to the NAIA All-
District Nine team in 1975 and was a 

two-time all-conference performer.

Green graduated from NSU in 1977, 
and is currently a special education 
teacher at Tenkiller Schools. 

He is married to Martha A. Green,  
and they have two children, Traye  
and Jana.

EDDIE E. SHAFER  
BASEBALL 1964 
Eddie Shafer was an all-conference 
performer for Northeastern State 
in 1964. He was a member of the 
team that won the 1964 Oklahoma 
Collegiate Athletic Conference 
Championship, and he held the 
school’s single-season strikeout 
record of 85 for 41 years.

Following his time at NSU, he signed 
a professional baseball contract with 
the then-kansas City Athletics.

Shafer is presently retired, and is a 
member of the Northeastern State 
University Athletic Association. He 
graduated from NSU in 1966.

He is married to Paula Shafer, and the 
couple has three children, Stephen, 
Shellie and Cassidy Jo Mae. 

Event center construction on schedule
The new $14.4 million event center that 
will house Northeastern State basketball 
is currently under construction adjacent 
to Doc Wadley Stadium, but is expected 
to be completed in time for the 2013-14 
basketball season.

“Our goal has always been to open for 
the start of next season, and we are 

still on track to do that,” said Jon Asbill, 
director of capital projects and planning 
at NSU. “This is a facility that can really 
change our community and is something 
we can all be proud of. This will not only 
help Northeastern State, but will also 
help elevate the opportunities we have 
in Cherokee County to host different 
tournaments and events.”

athletics
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